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boy worlhipfull and 


-yertnous Qentlewo- 


man, Miſtreſſe D. 
A. 

Zo vertuous requeſt 
| | which your deſerts 
£ LR the force of a c0- 
WD) Fo andement, won me 
toſatishe your deuoti- 
on, in penning ſome little dif- 
courte of the blefled Mary Mazda- 
lea. And among. other glorious 
examples of tnis Saints life, ,l haue 
made choiſe of her Funeral Tears, 
in which as ſhee moſt vttered the 
oreat vehemencie of her teruent 
Joug to Chriſt, ſo hata ſhee given 
A 2 therin 


T he Epiſtle 

therein largeſt ſcope to dilate vp- 
onthe ſame : atheame pleaſing I 
hope vnto your ſelfe,and fitteſt for 
this time. Foras paſſion, and eſpe- 
cially this of loue, is in theſe daies 
the chiefe commaunder of moſte 
mens aQtions.,& the Idol to which 
both tongues and pennes doe fa- 
crifice their ill beſtowed labours : 
{o is there nothing nowe more 
needefull to bee intreated, than 
how to dire theſe humours vato 
their due courſes, and to drary this 
floud of affections into the right 
chanel. Paſons I allow,and loues 
1 2pprooue, onely I woulde wiſhe 
that men would alter their obicct 
and better their intent . For pal- 
ſions being ſequels of onrnature, 
and allotted vnto vs as the hand- 
maides of reaſon : there can beno 
doubt, but that as their authour 1s 

good 


Dealcatorie. 
good,and their end godly:ſotheir 
vie tempered in the meane, impli- 
eth no offence. Loucis bur thein- 
fancie of true charitte, yet ſucking 
natures teate, and {wathed in her 
bandes, which then groweth to 
perfection, when faith beſides na- 
turall motives. propoſeth higher 
and nobler grounds of amitie.Ha- 
tred and anger are the neceſlarie 
officers of prowelle & juſtice, cou- 
rage being cold and dull, and Iu- 
ſicein ducreuen ge ſlacke & care- 
lefſe, where hate of the fault doth 
notmakeit odious ,&angerſetteth 

an edge on the ſword that pU- 
6 or preuenteth wronges. 
Deſire and hopeare theparents of 
diligenceand induſtrie, the nurſes 
of perſcuerance and conſtancie, 
the {cedes of valour and magnani- 
mitie, thedeath of floth, and the 
A3 Dreatn 


The Epiſtle 

breath of all vertue, Feare and dif- 
like are the ſcoures of diſcretion, 
the herbingers of wiſedome and 
pollicte, killing idle repentance in 
the cradle, and curbing raſhneſle 
with deliberation . Audacitie 1s 
the armour of ſtrength, and the 
ouide toglore, breaking the 1ce to 
the hardeſt exploites, and crow- 
ning valour with honourable vi- 
ctorie. 

Sorrowe is the ſiſter of mercie, 
and a waker of compaſſion, weep- 
ing with others teares, and gree- 
ucd with their harmics, It is both 
the ſalueand ſmart of ſinne,curing 
that which it chaſtiſeth with true 
remorſe, and preuenting neede of 
newecure with the detcſtation of 
the difcaſe. Diſpaire offucceſle, is 
a bitte againſt cuill attemprtes, and 
the hcarle of 1d!e hopes ending 
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endleſle thinges in thcirfirſt moti- 

on to begin. True 1oy 1s the relt 8& 

reward of vertue, ſeaſoning difh. 
culties with delight, and giuinga 
preſentaſſay of future happineſle. 
Finally,there is no paſſton but hath 
a ſeruiceable vſe euher in the pur- 
ſuite of good, or auoydance of 
euill, and they are all benefires of 

God and helpes of nature, ſolong 

as they are kept vonder vertues cor- 

rection. 

But as too much of the beſtis 
euill, and exceſle in vertue vice: 
ſo paſſions let looſe without lim- 
mits are imperfections, nothing 
being good that wanteth meaſure. 
Andas the ſea is vat for trath«ke, 
not onely when the windes are 
to00 boiſterous, bu:allo vihen they 
are too ſtill, anda middlegale and 
motion of the waues feructh beſt 
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T he Epiſtle 
the ſailers purpole : Soneithertoo 
ſtormie nor too calme a minde g1. 
ueth Vertue the firſt courle , buta - 
middle temper betweene them 
both, in which the well ordered 
paſſions are wrought to proſecute, 
not ſuftered to peruertanie vertu- 
ous indeuour. Such were the paſ- 
ſions of this holy Saint, which 
were not guides to reaſon, but at- 
tendantes vpon it, and commaun- 
ded byſucha loueas could neuer 
exceede, becauſethethingloued 
was of infinite perfection. Andif 
her weakeneſſe of faith , (an infir- 
mity then common to all Chriſtes 
diſciples) did ſuffer her vnderſtan- 
ding tobe deceined, yet was her 
willſo ſericd in a moſt fincereand 
perfect loue, that it led all her paſſ1- 
ons with the ſame bias, recom- 


penting the want of beliete, with 
the 


Deaicatorze. 
the ſtrange cffects of an excellent 
charitie. This loue and theſe paſ- 
lions are the ſubiete of this dif. 
courſe,which though it reach not 
to the dignitie of Maries deſertes, 
yet ſhall I thinke my indevors well 
appayde,if it may woo ſome skil- 
fuller pennes from vaworthie la- 
bours,either to ſupplie in this mat- 
ter my want of abllitic, or in other 
of like pictic,(wherot the ſcripture 
is full)to exerciſe their happier ta- 
lents. Iknowe that none can cx- 
preſſe a paſſion that he feeleth nor, 
neither dooth the pen dcliuer but 
what it coppieth out of the mind. 
And therefore {ith the fineſt wits 
arenow giuen to write paſſionate 
diſcourſes, I would wiſh them to 
make choile of ſuch paſſions, as it 
neither ſhould be ſhame to vtter, 
nor ſinne tofeecle. 

But 
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But whether my wiſhes in this be- 
halfe take effect or not, I reape at 
the leaſt this reward of my paines, 
that I haue ſhewed my delire to 
anſwere your curtelie, and {et 
forth the due praiſes of 
this glorious 
laint. 


Tour louing friend, 


S, W. 


To the Reader. 


WA Arnie ſuting their labours to J 
nit IJ the popular vaine, aud Nt. 
72 ded by the gale off wulcar 
* breath , haue diunlzed di- 
wers patheticall diſcourſes, in which if 
they had ſhewed as much care toprofit, 
as they haue done dejire to pleaſe, their 
workes would much more haue honou- 
red their names, and anailed the Rea- 
aers. But it is a inſt complaint among 
the better ſort of perſons,that the fineſt 
wittes looſe themſeines in the waineſt 
follies,ſpilling much CArt in ſome idle 
phanſie , and leauing their workes as 
witneſies howe long they haue beene in 
trauaile, to be in fine deljuered of a fa- 
ble. And ſure it is a thing greatly to 
bee 


To theReader. 
be lamented, that men of ſo high con- 
ceite, ſhould ſo much abaſe their habi- 
lities,that when they hane racked them 
to the vitermoſt endenonr all the praiſe 
that they reape of their imploiment, 
conſiſteth in this,that they hane wiſely 
told a fooliſh tale, and carried a lone lie 
very ſmoothly tothe end. Ta this in- 
connenience might find ſome excuſe , if 
the drift of their diſcourſe lenclled at a- 
zy vertuous marke . For in fables are 
often figured morall truths, and that 
couertlye witered to a common good, 
wi without a maske would not finde 
ſo free a paſſage. But when the ſubſtance 
of the worke hath neither truth nor 
 probabilitic , nor the purport thereof 
tendeth to any honeſt end, the writer 
is rather to be pittied than praiſed, and 
his bookes fitter for the fire than for the 
preſſe . This common outrſjght more 
hane obſcrued,tha endenonred to ſalue, 
encry one being ab!e to reprooue, none 
willing 


TotheReader. 

willing to redreſie ſuch faults , authori- 
ſed eſpecially by gencrall cuſtame . And 
though if neceſsitie(the lawleſſe patroze 
of enforced actions) had not more pre, 
wailed than choiſe this worke of ſo diffe- 
rent a ſubieft from the wſuall vaine, 
ſhould hane beene no eye-ſore to thoſe 
that are pleaſed with woorſe matters. 
Yet ſith the copies thereof flew ſo faſt, 
and ſo falſe abroad, that it was in dan- 
Zr 10 come corrupted to the print , it 
ſeemed a leſſe enill to ttt it fire to con- 
mon view in the natine plume, & with 
the owne wines,than diſguiſed in a coat 
of a baſtard feather or caſt off from the 
fiſt of ſuch a correttor, as might happily 
hane periſhed the ſound, and imped i 
ſome ſicke and ſorie feathers of his owne 
phanſies.It may be that conrteons 5kill 
will reckon this , thoneh courſe in re- 
ſpect of others exquiſite labors, not va - 
{it to entertaine well tempered humore, 

both with pleaſure &+ profit, the ground 


thereof 
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TotheR cader. : 
therof being in ſcripture , and the form 
of enlarging it , an imitation of the an- 
tent doftonrs , in the ſame and other 

oints of like tenour . T his commoditie 
at the leaſt it will carrie with it , that 
the reader may learne to lone without 
zmproofe of puritie , and teache his 
thoughtes either to temper paſsion in 
the meane , or togine the bridle onelie 
where the exceſſe cannot be faultie . Let 
the worke defend it ſelfe, and enerie one 
paſſe his ſenſure as he ſeeth canſe. Many 
Carpes are expecred when curious eyes 
come 4 fiſhing . But the care is alreadie 
taken, and patience waiteth at the 1a- 
ble, readie 10 take away, when that diſh 
is ſerued in , aud to mare roume for o- 


3hers to ſet on the acfired fruit, 


S. W. 


MARY MAGDALENS 
Funerall Teares. 


zMONGEST 
>i1 other mournefull 
accidents of the 
| Paſhon of Chriſt, 
that loue preſen- 
teth it {clte vnto 
my memorie , with which the 
bleſſed :/ary Magdalen louing our 
Lord more then her life, followed 
him in his 1oruney to his death, at- 
tending vppon him when his Dil- 
cipies fled, & being more willing 
to die with him , then they toliue 
with outhim . But not finding the 
fauour to accompanie hym in 
death , and loathing after him to 
rC- 
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Mary Mag lens 
remaine inlife, the fire of her true 
aftection enflamed her heart, and 
her enflamed heart reſolued into 
vnceſlant teares, ſo that burning 
and bathing betweene loue and 
oriefe, ſhe leda life euer dying, 
& telta death neuer ending. And - 
when he by whom ſhee lived was 
dead, and ſhe for whom hee died 
enforcedly leftaliue, ſhee praiſed 
.thedead more thi the liuing, and 
hauing loſt that light of herlite, 
ſhe defired to dwell in darkeneſle, 
and in the ſhadow of death choo- 
{ſing Chriſtes Tombe for her beſt 
home, and his corſe for her cheite 
comfort. For Mary (as the Euan- 
geliſt ſaith) Szoode without at the 
T ombe weping. 

But alas how vnfortunate 1s 
this woman, to whom neither 
life will affoord a deſired farewell, 
nordeath alloweany wiſhed wel- 
come?She hath abandoned the 11- 
uing 


Funcrall T eaves. 2 
uing and choſen the Companic _ 
the dead, 21d now it{eemeth that 
euen tne dead haue forſaken her, 
fith thc corſe thee {eeketh 1s taken 
away from her. And this was tae 
cauſe that lone induced her to 
ſtand. and ſorrow enforced herto 
weepe. Hereye was watchtull ro 
ſeek wlom her heart moſt longed 
to envy, and her foore in a redi- 
nefle to runne, if her eyeſhould 
chaunce to eſpie him. And there- 
fore the {tandeti to be ſtil ſtirring, 
preſt to watch euery way,and pre- 
pared to goe whether any hope 
ſhould call her. But ſhe wept be- 
cauſe ſhe had ſuch occaſion of 
ſtanding, and that which moucd 
her to watche was the motiue of 
herteares. Foras ſhee watched to 
finde whome ſhe had loſt, ſo thee 
wept for hauing loſt whome ſhee 

loned, her poore cies being trou- 

bled at once with two contratric 

B offices, 


Mary Magzdelens 
offices, both to be clearein ſight 
the better to ſeeke him, and yet 
cloudy with teares fort miſling the 
{19ht of him. 

Yet wasnot this the entrance 
butthe encreaſe of her greite, not 
the beginning burthe renewing 
other mone. For firſt ſhe mour- 
nea for the departing of his{oule 
out of his body, and now ſhee la- 
meted tie taking of his body out 
of the graue, being puniſhed with 
two vrreckes of her only weltare, 
both tull of miſerie, but tac laſt 
without all c6fort. The firſt OrigL 
nall of her ſorrow grew becauſe 
ſhe could not enioy him aliue: yer 
this ſorzowe had ſome ſolace, for 
that ſhe hoped to haue enioyed 
him dead. 

But when ſhe conſidered that 
hislife was alreadicloſt, and now 
not ſo much as his body could be. 
tound, ſhee was wholy daunted 

with 
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with diſmay, {th this vahappines 
admitted no nelpe. Shee doubicd 
leaſt the loue of her maliter (the 
onely portion that her Fortune 
had left her) would ſone languith 
in her cold breſt, itit neither had 
his words to kindleit, nor his pre- 
ſenceto cheriſhir, norſo muchas 
his dead athes to rake it vp. Shee 
had prepared her ſpices and pro- 
utded her ointmentes, to pay him 
the laſt tribute, of externall due- 
ties. And though 7oſeph and N:- 
chodemus had alrcadie beſtowed a 
hundreth pounds of Mirrhe and 
Aloes, which was in quantirie 
:ufticient, in qualitic of the belt, 
andas well applycd as artand de- 
uotion could deuile: yet ſuch was 
her loue, that thee woulde haue 
thought anie quantitie t00 little, 
except hers had becne added, the 
beſt in qualitie roo meane except 
hers were with it, and no diligcece 
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Mary Magdalens 

in applying it enough, except her 
{eruice were 1N It. Not that ſhee 
was ſharp in cenluring that which 
otiicrs hid done, but becauſe loue 
made her ſo delirous to doallher 
tclie, that though ail had beene 
done that ſhe could deviſe, and as 
1 cllasſhecould wiſh, yet vnlefle 
j17e were an Actorit would not 
ſuttice, 1th lone 1s as cager to be 
vttered in ettects,as itis zealous in 
truc affection. Shecame therefore 
nowe mez2ning to embalme his 
corpcs, as ſhe had before anoin- 
ted his feete, and to preſcrae the 
reliques of his bo ody, as the onely 
remriant of all kcr blifſe. And as 
inthe ſpring of herfciicity ſhe had 
voſnhed Þ15 feete with her teares, 
bevayling vnro him the death of 
her owne ſoulc: ſo nowe thee 
came in the deph of her mife- 
rie, fo ſhedde them a freſhe for 
the death of hys bodye . But 
when 
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when thee ſawe the graue open, 
and the body taken our, the labor 
of embalming was preuented, but 
the cauſe of her weeping encrea- 
ſed, and hee that was wanting to 
her oblequies,was not wanting to 
her teares, and though ſhce found 
not whom to annoint ,yettound 
ſhe whom to lament. 

And not withour cauſe did 
Mary complaine, finding ber firſt 
anguiſhe doubled with a ſecond 
ericfe, and being ſurcharged with 
rwo moſt violent [OorroWes in one 
afflicted heart. For hauing {erled 
her whole aftc&tion vpon Chriſt, 
and ſummed all her dels res ad 
wiſhes into the loue of his good- 
neſle, as nothing could equall his 
worthes : ſo was there not in the 
whole world, either a greater be- 
nefite for her to enioy than him- 
ſelte,or any greater domage poisi- 
ble than his lofle. 
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Mary Mazaalens 
The murdering in his one 
dcath, the life of all lifes, lefta ge- 
nerall death in all tuing creatures, 
and his deceaſe not onely diſro- 
bed our nature of her moſt royall 
ornaments, but impoueriſhed the 
woride of all higheſt perftecti- 
ons . What maruaile therefore 
though her vchement loue to ſo 
louely a Lord , being after the 
wrecke of his life, now allo de- 
priued of his dead bodie, feele as 
bitter pangues for his lofle, as be- 
fore it taſted toyes in his preſence, 
and open as largean iſſue to teares 
otſorrow, as cuer hecretofore to 
tears of contetment? And though 
tcarcs were rather oilc than water 
ro her flame, apter to nouriſh than 
diminiſh her griefe : yet now be- 
ing plunged in the depth of paine, 
ſhe yeelded her ſelfe captiue toall 


diſcofort,carrying an overthrown 


minde in a more enfeebled body, 
and 


Funerall Teares. 5 
and ſtill buſte in diuiſing, but ever 
doubtfull in defining what ſhee 
might beſt doe, For what coulda 
ſillie woman doe but weepe, that 
floating in a ſeaof cares, found 
neither eare to hear her,nortoong 
to direft her, nor hand to hejpe 
her, nor heart to pittie herin her 
deſolate caſe? True itis that Peter 
and 70h» came with her to the > 
Tombe, and to make triall of her i. 
report were both within it : butas 
they were ſpecdie in comming , 
and diligent in ſearching, ſo were 
they as quicke to depart, ”and fear- 
full of farther ſeeking . And alas, 
what gained ſhe by their coming, 
but two witneſſes of herloſle,two 
diſmaiers of her hope, and two 
patrerns of anew deſpaire© Loue 
moued them to come, but their 
loue was ſoone conquered, with 
ſuch a feare, that it juffered them 
not toſtay. But Mary hoping in 
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diſpaire, and perſeucring in hope, 
{tood without feare , becauſe ſhee 
nowe thought nothing left that 
oughtto be feared . For ſhee had 
loſt her maiſtcr to whom ſhee was 
ſocntircly deuoted, that hee was 
the total! of her lones., the heigth 
ofherhopes, and the vttermoſt of 
her fears,and therfore beſide him, 
ſhe could neither loue other crea- 
ture, hope for other comfort, nor 
feare other lofſe. The worſt thee 
could feare was the death of her 
body, and thar ſhee rat defired 
than feared, {ch ſhce had alreadie 
loſt the life of he: ſoule , without 
which , any other lite would be a 
death, and with whic1anic other 
deatn would haue beena delight, 
But now {hee rnought it better to 
dic than to live, becauſe ſhe might 
happely dying finde, whome not 
dying ihe looked notto enioy, GC 
not ca ſhe had little = to 

ll”. 
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live. For now {hee loued nothing 
in hcrlife , but herloue to Chriſt, 
and ifany thing did make her wil- 
ling to liuc,it was onely the vawil- 
lingnefſe that his image ſhouldate 
with her, whoſe likeneſle loue, 
had limitted in her heart, and trea- 
ſured vp in her ſweeteſt memo- 
ries. And had ſhee not fearcd to 
breake the Table,and to breake o0- 
pen the cloſet, to which ſhee had 
entruſted this laſt relique of her 
loſt happines, the violence of grief 
would haue melted her heart into 
inward bleeding teares, & blotted 
her remembrance with a fatall ob- 
livion. And yet neucrtheleſlc, ſhe 
is now in ſo imperfecta ſort aliue, 
that it is prooucd true in her, that 
Lone is as ſlrong as Death, For what 
could death haue done morein 
Mary than loue did * Her wittes 
were aſtonied,and all her ſenſes ſo 
amazed,that inthe end finding = 

di 
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did not knowe, ſeeing ſhee could 
notdifcern, hearing ſhe pcrceiued 
nor,and more than al this, ſhe was 
not there where ſhee was, forſhee 
was wholly whereher maſter was, 
more whereſheloued than where 
ſheliued,and leſle in her ſclfe than 
in his body, which notwithiian- 
ding, where itwas ſheecouldnor 
imagine.For ſhe ſought,andas yet 
found not, and therefore ſtoode 
ar the Tombe weeping for it, be- 
ing now altogether g1ue to mour- 
ning and driuen to mulſerie. 

But O Mary , by whoſe coun- 
ſaile, vppon what hope > orwith 
what heart, couldeſt tnou ſtand a- 
lone, when the Diſciples were de- 
parted? Thou wertthere once be- 
fore they came, theu returnedit a- 
Sainc at their comming, andyet 
now thou itaicſt when they are 
gone. Alas thatthy Lord isnotin 


the Tombe, thy owneelies haue 
often 
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often ſeene , the Diſciples handes 
haue felt,the empiic Syndon doth 
auouch, and cannot all this winne 
thee to belecue its No no, thou 
wouldeſt rather condemne thy 
owne cles of error, and both their 
cies and handes of deccite, yea ra- 
ther ſuſpect all teſtimonies for vn- 
true , than notlooke whom thou 
haſt loſt, eucn there, where by no 
diligece he could be found. Whe 
thou thinkeſt of other places, and 
canſt not imagine anie ſo likely as 
this,thou ſcekeſt again in this,and 
though neuer ſo often ſought, it 
muſt ſtill bea hannt for hope. For 
when things dearcly affected are 
loſt, loues nature is, neuer to bee 
wearie of ſearching cuen the ofte- 
neſt ſearched corners, being more 
willing to thinke that all theſenſes 
are miſtaken , than to yeeld that 
hope ſhould quaile . Yernow ſith 
itis ſo cuident, that hee is taken a- 

way, 
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Mary Mazaalens 

way, what'thould mooue thee to 
remaine hecre where the perill is 
apparant, and no profite likely ? 
Can the wit of one(and thee a wo- 
man) wholly poſleſled with paſsi- 
on, haue more light to diſcerne 
daunger, than two witres of two 
men,and both principall tauorites 
of the parent of all wiſedome? Or 
if (notwitaſtanding the daunger) 
there had beene 1uſt cauſe to en- 
counter it, were not two together, 
being both to Chriſtſworn cham- 
pions, cch to other athed friends, 
.and to all his encinies profeſſed 
focs, more likely to hauec preuai- 
led,than onefeminine heart,timo- 
rous by kind, and already amazed 
with this dreadfull accident ? 

Bur alas why doe I vrge her 
with reaſon, whoſereaſon is alte- 
red intoloue , and that iudgeth it 
follte to followe ſuch reaſon, as 


ſhould any way unpaire her loue? 
Her 
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Her thoughtes were arreſted by 
euery thread of Chriſtes Sindon, 
and ſhe was capriue in ſo manic 
priſons,as the Tombe had memo- 
ries of herloſt maiſter:Loue being 


| herIailorin them all, and nothing 


able to ranſome her, but the reco- 
uerie of her Lord . What maruaile 
then though the Apoſtles exam- 
ples drew hernot away, whom fo 
violentaloue enforced toremain, 
which preſcribing lawes both to 
witand will,is guided by no other 
lawe bur it ſelfe ? She could not - 
thinkeof aniefeare, norftand in 
fear2 of anie force. Loue armed 
her againſt all hazards : and being 
already wounded with tie orea. 
teſt eriefe, the had no letſure to re- 
member anie leſſer eviil . Yea ſhe 
had forgotten all thinges, and her 
icifeamongall things, only mind- 
iull of him, whom ſhceloueda- 
bouc all things. And yetherloue 


by 


Mary Magaalens 

by reaſon of her lofle, drowncd 
both her minde and memorie {o 
dcepeinſorrow,and fo buſicd her 
wits1in the conceit of his abſence, 
that all remembrance of his for- 
mer promtes, was diucrted with 
the throg of preſent diſcomforts, 
and the jcemed to haue forgotten 
alſo him beſides whom ſhe reme- 
bred nothing . For doubtleſſe had 

ſhe remembred him as ſhe ſhould, 
ſhe would not haue now thought 

the Tombe a itplaceto ſeek him, 
neither would ſhe mourn for him 
as dead, and remooucd by others 
force, but ioy in him as reuiued, 
and rien by his owne power. For 
hez had often forectold both the 
maner ot his dceath,and the day of 
his reſurretion . But alas, lecher 
heauinefle excuſe her, and the vn- 
wontcedneſle of the miracle plead 

her pardon, fith dread and amaze- 
ment hath dulled her ſenſes, diſte- 
pcred 
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pered her thoughtes, diſcouraged 
her hopes, awaked her paſſions, 
and lett her no other libertie bur 
onely to weepe. 

She wept therefore, being only 
able to weepe. And, As ſhe was wee- 
ping. ſhe ſlouped downe and looked into 
the Mongment, and ſheſaw two _An- 
gels tuwbhite, ſitting one at the head, 
and another at the feete , where the 
boate of Teſus had been laid . They 
ſaid onto hcr , woman why weepejt 
thou ? 

O Mary, thy good hap excce- 
deth thy hope, and where thy laſt 
ſorrow was bred, thy firſtſuccour/ 
ipringeth. Thou diddeſt ſeeke but 
one. and thou haft joundtwo. A. 
dead body was thy errand,& thou / 
haſt light vpon two aliue. Thy” 
weeping was fora man, and thy 
teares nauc obtained Angels. Sup- 
preſſe now thy ſadnefle, & refreſh 
thy heart with this good Fortune. 

Theſe 
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Mary Magaalens 

Theſe Angels inuite thee toapar- 
lee, they ſeeme to take pitty of thy 
caſe, and it may be they haue ſome 
happy tidings to tell thee. Thou 
haſt hitherto ſought in vain,as one 
eyther vnſeene, or vnkowne, or 
at the leaſt varegarded, fith the 
pattie thou leckeſt, neither tende- 
reth thy teares, nor anſwereth thy 
Cries, nor relenteth with thy la- 
mentings . Either he doth not 
heare,or he wil: notnelpe, he hath 
peraductureleit to lone tnec, & 1s 
loath to yeld thee relcefe, & ther- 
fore take {uch comfort as thou in- 
deſt, fith thou artnot fo luckie, as 
to finde that which thou couldeſt 
wiſh. Remember what they arc, 

where they fit, from whence they 
come, and to whome they ſpeake, 
They, arc angels of peace, neither 
ſent without cauſe, nor ſeen but of 
favour. They ſitin the Tombe, to 


thew thatthey are no ſtrangers tO 
thy 
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thy loſſe . They come from Hea- 
uen, from whence all happy news 
diſcendeth. They ſpeak to thy (elf, 
as though they had ſome ſpeciall 
Embaſlage to dcliuer vnto thee, 
Ask them thertore of thy maiſter, 
for they arelikelieſt to' return thee 
a deſired anſwere. Thou kneweſt 
him too well, ro thinke that hell 
hath devourcd him , thou haſt. 
longſougit, and haſt not found 
him in earth, and what place ſo fit 
for him as to be in heauen? Aske 
therfore of thoſeangels that came 
newly from thence,and itmay be, 
their report wil highly pleaſe thee. 
Or if thouart refolued ro centi- 
nue thy ſeeking, who cn better 
help thee thi they thatareſo ſwift 
as thy thought, as faithfull as toy 
owne heart, and 2s louing to thy 
Lord as thou thy ſelfe * Take ther- 
tore thy good hap,leaſt it betaken 
away from thee, and contentthee 

C with 
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with Angels fith thy maiſter hath 
giuen thee ouer. 

But alas what meaneth this 
chaunge, and how happeneth this 
{trangealteration? The time hath 
been that fewer tears would haue 
wrought greater cffe& , ſhorter 
ſeeking hatie ſooner found, and 
leſle paine haue procured more 
pittic. The time hath bin that thy 
annointing his feet, was accepted 
and praiſed, thy waſhing the with 
reares highly commended , and 
thy wyping them with thy haire, 
moſt courteoully conſtrued. How 
then doth it now fall out, that ha- 
uving broyghtthy ſweet oyles, to 
annoint his whole body , hauing 
ſhed as many tears, as would haue 
waſhed more than his feet,and ha- 
uing not onely- thy haire but thy 
bart ready to ſerue him, heis not 
moued with all theſe dueties, fo 
much as once to affoord thee his 

ſight ? 
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ſight ? Is it not he that reclaimed 
thee fi6 thy wadring courſes, thar 
diſpoſleſied thee of thy damned 
inhabitantes, and from the wildes 
of ſinne, recouered thee into the 
fold and family of his locke? Was 
not thy houſe his home, hisloue 
thy life, thy ſelfe his diſciple? Did 
nothedefd thee againſt the pha- 
riſce, plead for thee ag1inlt 1udas, 
and excuſe thee to thy fi ſiſter? In 
ſomm, was not he thy patronand 
protector in all thy neceſſities? _ 

O good Ieſu whathath thus e- 
ſtranged thee from her? Thou haſt 
heretofore ſo pitied her tears, thar 
ſeeing them thou couldeſt not re- 
fraine thine. In one of her greateſt 
agonies for loue of her, that ſo 
much loued thee,thou did recall 
hirded brother tolife,turning her 
complaint into vnexpected con- 
tetment. And we know that thou 
doeſt not vie to alter courſe with- 
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Mary Mazdalens 
out cauſe, nor to chaſtice without 
deſert. Thou art the firſt that in- 
uiteſt, and the laſt that forſakeſt, 
neuer leauing but firſt left, & euer 
oftcring.,till thou art refuſed. How 
then hath ſhe forfaited thy fauor? 
Or with what treſpaſſe hath ſhee 
earned thy ill will: That ſhe never 
left to loue thee, her heart will de- 
poſe, her hand will ſubſcribe, her 
toonge will proteſt, her teares will 
teſtifie, 8& her ſeeking doth aſſure. 
And alas is her perticuler caſeſo 
farre from example , that thou 
ſhouldeſt rather alter thy nature, 
than ſhee better her Fortune, and 
be to heras thouart tono other? 
For our partes ſince thy laſt ſhewe 
of liking towardes her, wee haue 
found no other fault in her, but 
that ſhee vas the earlieſt vppe 
to ſceke thee, readieſt to annoint 
thee, and when ſheeſaw that thou 
wert remooued , ſhee mic 
i 
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did weepe for thee, and pre- 
ſently went for help to finde thee, 
And whereas thoſe two that ſhee 
brought , being leſfſe carefull of 
thee, than fearefull of themſelues, 
when they had {cen whar ſhe had 
laid, ſodainly ſhrunke away , be- 
hold ſhe ſtil tateth,ſhe ſtil ſeeketh, 
ſhe ſtill weepeth. If this be a faule, 
we cannot denie but this ſhe doth 
and to this ſhee perſwadeth, yea 
this ſhe neither meanerh to amed, 
nor requeſteth thee to forgiue: if 
therefore thou reckoneſt this as 
puniſhable, puniſhed ſhe muſt be, 
' fith no excuſe hath effe& where 
the fac pleadeth guiltie.But if this 
import not any offence bur a true 
affection,and be rather a good de- 
ſire than an cuill deſert, why arr 
thou ſo hard a Tudge to ſo ſofta 
creature, requiring her loue with 
thy loſſe, & ſuſpending her hopes 
in this vahappines 7 Are not thoſe 
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Mary Magzdalens 
thy words ; 1 lowe thoſe that loue me, 
and who watcheth carly for me ſhall 
fndme? Why then doth not this 
woman finde thee that was vp ſo 
early to watch for thee? Why 
doeſt thou not with like repay hir, 
that bcſtoweth vp6s thee hir whol 
loueſith thy word is her warrant, 
& thy promiſe her due debt? Arr 
thou lefle moned with theſe tears 
that ſhe ſheddeth for thee hir only 
Maiſter, tha thou wert with thoſe 
that ſhe ſhed before thee for her 
deceafſed brother £ Or dooth her 
loueto tliy feruaunt more pleaſe 
thee than her loue to thy ſelf? Our 
louero others muſt not be to the, 
but to thee in them. For he loueth 
thee ſo much theleſle, that loueth 
anie thing with thee, that he lo- 
ueth notfor thee. It therefore ſhe 
then deſerned wel for loning thee 
in another, she deſeructh better 


now for louing thee in thy ſelfe : 
and 
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& if indeed thou loueſt thoſe that 
loue thee, make thy word good to 
her, that 1s ſo farce in loue with 
thee. Of thy ſelfe thou haſt ſaid, 
chat thou art The way, the trath, 
and the life. It then thou arta way 
ealie to finde and neuer erring, 
how doth ſhe miſe thee? If alite 
viving life & neuer ending,why is 
ſheredy to die for thee? Ifatrue 
promiſing truth and neuer failing, 
how is ſhe bereaued of thee? For 
if what thy toonge did ſpeake, thy 
truth will auerre, ſhe will never 
aske more to make her moſt hap- 
py. Remember that thou ſaidſito 
her ſiſter, that Mary had choſen the 
beſt part, which ſhould not bee taken 
from her , That ſhe choſe the beſt 
part is out of queſtion, ith ſhe 
made choylſe of nothing but only 
of thee.But how can itbe verified, 
that this part ſhall not bee taken 
from hir,fith thou that art this part 
C 4 art 


F 
K 
k = 
. 
xz 
; 
o 
. 
? 
z 
s 
y 
. 
{ 
1 
. 
; 
z 
; 
7 
> 
r 


_ ent 


a- o 
- IDES * An Serge Ss» oe 


"> 


TEE TIAL 
EK. 


-- BY” wee 15 oe es BN, v - 
- - —_ 


Mary Magdalens 
art already take away ?Itſhe could 
haue kept thee, ſhee would not 
haue loſttnee, and had it beene 
in her power, as it was in her will, 
ſhe would neuer have parted from 
thee: and might ſhe now bereſto- 
zed to thy preience,ſhe would trie 
all Fortunes rather than forgoe 
thee . Sith therfore ſhe ſecketh no- 
thing but what ſhe choaſe, and the 
lofſe of her choiſe is the only cauſe 
of her combat, either vouchſafe 
thou to keep this beſt part that ſhe 
choſe in hir,orT ſee nothow it can 
be truc,thatitſhal not be taken fro 
hir.But thy meaning happily was, 
that though it be taken from her 
eyes, yetit{hould neuer be taken 
from her heart, and it may bethy 
mmward preſence ſupplieth thine 
outwardabſence : yetI can hard- 
ly thinke, bur thar if Mary bad 
thee within her, ſhe could teele it, 


and ifſhe feltit, ſhe would neuer 
ſeeke 


PFunerall Teares. T4 
ſeeke thee. Thou art too hota fire 
to be in her boſome, and not to 
burne her, & thy light is too great, 
toleaue hermind in this darknes 
if it ſhined in her. In true louers 
euery part is an cye, and euery 
thoughta looke, and therefore ſo 
{weetan obiet among ſo many 
eyes, and in ſogreata light, could 
neuerlie ſo hidde burloue would 
eſpie it. No noif Mary had thee, 
her innocent heart neuer taught 
to diſſemble, could not make c0- 
plaint, the outſide ofa concealed 
comfort, neither would ſhe turne 
her thoughts to paſturein a dead 
mans Tombe , if at home ſhee 
might bid them to ſo heauenlya 
banquet . Her loue would not 
hauea thought to ſpare, nora mi- 
nute to ſpend, 1n any other action 
then in enioying ofthee, whome 
ſhe knew too well, to abridge the 
leaſt part in her from ſo high a hap- 

pineſle. 
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Mary Maeaalens 

pineſſe. For her thirſt of thy pre- 
{ence was ſo exceeding, and the 
Sea of thy ioyes ſo well able to af- 
ford hira ful draught, that though 
eucry parcell in her ſhould take in 
a whole tide of thy delights, ſhe 
would thinke the too few to quiet 
her deſires. Yea doubtles it ſhe 
had thee within hir,ſhe would not 
enuy the Fortune of the richeſt 
Emprefle, yea ſhe would more re- 
toyce to bee thy Tombe incarth 
than a throne in heauen , and 
diſdaine to bea Saint if ſhe were 
worthy to be but thy ſhrine. 

But peraducture itis now with 
her mind, as it was with the Apo- 
ſtels eyes, andas they ſeeing thee 
walke vpon the ſea, took thee fora 
Ghoſt, ſo ſhe ſeeing thee in her 
heart, deemeth thee but a fanſie, 
being yet better acquainred with 
thy bodily ſhape, than with thy 
ipirituall power. 

But 
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But O <Hary it ſeemeth too 
ſtrange that he whs thou ſcekeſt, 
& tor whom thou weepeſt, ſhould 
thus giue thee ouer, to theſe pain- 
full firtes, if in thee hedid notſee 
a cauſe for which he wiil notbee 
ſeen of thee. Stil thy plaint & ſtine 
thy weeping, for I doubt there is 
ſome treſpaſle in thy teares, and 
ſomelin in thy ſorow. Doeſt thou 
not remember his wordes to thee 
& toother women, when he ſaid: 
Danehters of Hiernſalem weep not up- 
033 me, but weepe wpon your ſelues and 
ppon your children? what meaneſt 
thou then to cotinue this courſe? 
Doth he forbid thy tears, and wilt 
thou not forbeare them 7 Is itno 
fault to infringe his will, or is 
not that his wil), that his wordes 
doe import? The fault muſt bee 
mended, ere the penance be re- 
leaſed, and therefore eyther ceaſe 


to weepe, or neuer hope to finde. 
But 


Mary Mazdalens 
ButI know this Logike little plea- 
ſeth thee, and I might as ſoone 
win thee to forbeare liuing, asto 
leaue weeping. | 

Thou wiltfay that though hee 
forbad thee to weepe for him, yet 
hee left thee free, to weepe forthy 
ſelfe, and fith thy loue hath made 
thee one with him, thou weepeſt 
but for thy felte whethou weepeſt 
for him. But] anſwerethce again, 
that becauſe he1is one with thee, 8 
thy weeping for him hath bin for- 
bidden thee,thou canſt not weepe 
for thy ſelf, but his words will con- 
demnethee.For if thou and heate 
one, for which ſoeuer thou wee- 
peſt itisall one, and therefore fith 
for him thou mayſt not weep, for- 
beareall weeping , leaſt it ſhould 
offend. 

Yea but(fayſt thou)to barre me 
from weeping,is to abridoe me of 
libertie,and reſtraint of libertie 1s 

a 
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a penaltie, and euery penaltic ſup- 
poſeth ſome offence : but an of. 
fence it is not to weepe for my 
ſelte, for hee would neuer com- 
maund it, if it were not lawfullto 
do it. The fault therefore muſt be, 
in being one with him, that ma- 
keth the weeping for my ſelfe, a 
weeping allo forhim. And if this 
beea fault, I will never amendir, 
and lerthem that thinke it ſo, doe 
penanceforit, for my part, ſith I 
haue loſt my myrth, I will make 
much of my ſorrow, & ith I haue 
no ioy butin teares,I may lawful. 
ly ſhed them. Neither thinke I his 
former word,a warrant againſt his 
latter deed. And whatneede had 
he to weep vpon the croſſe, but for 
our example , which if it were 
good for him to giue,it cannot be 
euill forme to follow © Nono it is 
not my weeping that cauſeth my 
loſle,fith a world of cies, and a = 
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Mary Maeaalens 

of teares, could not worthely be- 
waile the miſe of ſuch a maiſter. 

| Yerſince, neither thy ſceking 
findeth, northy weeping prevay- 
leth, ſatisfy thy ſelfe with the ſight 
of Angels. Demaund the cauſe of 
their comming, and the reaſon of 
thy Lords remoue, and fith they 
firſt offer thee occaſion of parlee, 
be not thou too daintieof thy dif- 
courſe. Jt may be they can calme 
thy ſtormes, and quiet thy vnreſt, 
and therefore conceale not from 
them thy ſore, leaſt thou loſe the 
benchite of their emplaiſter . But 
nothing can moue Mary to admit 
comfort, or entertaine anie com- 
panie, for to one alone and for e- 
uer ſhe hath vowed herſelfe, and 
except itbe to him,ſhe wil neither 


lend her eare long to others, nor 


borrow others helpe, leaſt by ſee- 
king to allay her ſmart, ſhe ſhould 


leſſen her loue, Burt drawing _ 
er 
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her mindall penſtue conceits, ſhe 
muſeth and pineth in a conſuming 
languor, taking comfort in no- 
thing butin being comtortleſle, 

Alas ſaith ſhe, ſmall is thelighe 
that a ſtarre can yeeld when the 
{unne is downe, and a ſorrie ex- 
change to go gather crums after 
the loſſe of a heauenly repaſt. My 
cles are not vſed to fee by the 
elims ofa ſparke : and inſecking 
the ſunne itis either neecdeleſſe or 
bootlefle to borrow the light ofa 
candle, 1th either it muſt bewraie 
it ſelfe with the ſelfe ISNT, Of no 0- 
therlight can euer diſc6uer it. If 
they come todisburden me of my 
keauines,their coming wil be bur- 
denſom vnto me, & they wil load 
me more while they labour my re- 
leife. They cannot perſuade mee, 
that my maiſter is not loſt, for my 
own eies wil diſproue them. They 
canleſle tell me where he may be 

tound, 
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Mary Mazdalens 
found,for they would not bee ſo 
ſimpleto beſolong from him : or 
[79:0 if they can forbeare him, ſurely 
ith they doenotknow him, whome 
none can truly know , & liuelong 
withouthim. A!l their demurres 
would betedious, and diſcourſes 
irkcſome. Impaire my loue they 
might,butappay it they could not 
to which he that firſt accepted the 
debtis the onely payment. They 
either want power,will or leane to 
tell mee my deſire, or at the firſt 
worde they would haue doneir, 
ſith Angels are not vied to idle 
ſpeeches, and to meal talke is idle, 
that doth nottell mee of my mai- 
ſter. They know not where he is 
and therfore they are come to the 
place where hee laſt was, making 
the Tombe their heauen, and the 
remembrance of his preſence the 
foode of their felicitie. What ſo- 


| euer they could tell me, if they 
told 
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rold menorof bim, and whatſv- 
euer they ſhould tell me of him, if 
they told me not where he were, 
both their telling and my hearing 
were buta waſting of time. I ne1- 
ther came to ſee them, nor delire 
ro heare them. I came not to ce 
Angels, buthim that made both 
meand Angels, and to whomeT 
owe more than both to men and 
Angels. 

Andto thee I appeale,O moſt 
louing Lord, whether myafflicted 
heart do not truelie defray the tri- 
bure of an vndenided loue . To 
thee I appeale whether I] hane ioy- 
ned any partner with thee in the 
{mall poſſeſſion of my poore ſelte. 
And I would to God I were as 
priuie where thy bodie is, as thou 
art, who1s onely Lord and owner 
of my {oulc, 

But alas (weet Teſu, where thou 
wert thou art not.& witer thou art 

ID l 
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Iknownot: wretched is the caſe 
that I am in, and yet how to bcr- 
ter it I cannot imagine. Alas O 
my onecly defire, why haſt thou 
left me waucring in theſe vncer-- 
rainties, and in how wildea maze 
wander my doubtful & perplexed 
choughts ? If ] ſtay here where he 
15 not, Tſhall neuer finde him. ?fT. 
would go further to ſecke, I know 
not whether.Toleauethe Tombe 
isa death, and to ſtand helplcſſe 
by it an vncurable diſeaſe, ſo that 
all my comfort is now concluded 
in this,that T am left free to chooſe 
whether I will ſtay without helpe, 
or go without hope, that 1s in cf- 
fect, with what torment] will end 
my life, Andyetcuethis were too 
hippie a choiſe for ſo vnhappie a 
creature. If I mightbe chooſer of 
my owne death, O howe quickly 
ſhould that choiſe be made, and 
howe willingly wouldI _ to 

tinat 
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that execution? I would be nailed 
tothe ſamecroſle, with the ſame 
nailes, and in the ſame place : my 
heart ſhould be woundedwith his 
ſpcare, my head with his thornes, 
my bodie with his whips: Finallie 
I would taſte all his torments,and 
tread all i1is embrucd and bloudic 
ſteps. 

But O ambitious thoughtes, 
why gaze you vpon ſo high a tel. 
citie ? why thinke you of fo glori- 
ous a death, thatare priuy to ſo in- 
famous alife? death alas I deſeruc, 
yea not one but infini: deaths. But 
ſo ſwceta death, ſeaſoned with fo 
many coforts, the very inſtrumetrs 
whcrof werable to raiſe the dead- 
elt corps:, & depure the moſt defi- 
led ſoule,were too ſmall a ſcourge 
for my great offences. And there- 
for: Iam lcftto feel ſo many deths 
as | live hours,&to paſſe as manie 
pangues,as I haue thoughts of my 

D 2 loſle 
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lofle, whichare as manie as there 
are minutes,& as violentas ifthe 
wereal in cuery one. ButiithIcan 
neither die as hce dicd, nor line 
where he lieth dead, | willliuve out 
my liuing death, by his graue, and | 
dic on iny dying life by his ſweet 
Toorabe. Better is itaiter lofle of 
iis body to looke to his fepulcher, 
than after loſſe of the one, toleaue 
the otherto be deſtroyed. No no, 
though TI haue ben robbed of the 
Saint, I will atthe leaſt haue care 
of the ſhrine, which though it bee 
ſpoyled of tne moſt ſoucraigne 
hoaſt,yetſhal itbe the Alter where 
, will dailie ſacrifice my heart, and 
iter ypMmy teares. 

"Hal willTeuer leade, yea here 
docT mecaneto end my wretched 
life. that T may atthe leaſt be bu- 
1cd by the Tombe of my Lord, 
andiakemyiron fleepe neere this 
couch of ſtone , which his pre- 

ſence 
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ſence hath made the place of ſivee- 
teſt repoſe. 

It may bealſo that this emptie 
Syndon lying here tono vie, and 
this Tombe being open without 
any in it, may give occaſ10 ro ſome 
mercifull heart, that ſhall firſt Iehe 
vpon my vnburied budy, to wrap 
me in his ſhroud, and to interre 
me in this Tombe. 

O too fortunate lot, for ſovn- 
fortunate a woman to craue : no 
no, I doc not crauec it. For alas} 
dare not, yet if ſucha ſtntull ouer- 
ſteht ſhould be committed, I doe 
now beftorchand, torgiue that fin. 
ner, and werc it no more preſum- 
tionto with it aline than to ſuffer 
it dead, if I knewe the partie that 
ſhould firſt paſſe by mee, I would 
woo him with my teares, and hire 
him with my prayers, to bleſic me 
with this felicitie. And though T 
dare not wiſhany to doe it,yet this 

without 
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without offence I may ſay toall, 
that I loue this Syndox aboue all 
clothes in the worlde, and this 
Tombe I eſteeme more than a- 
nie princes monument : yea, and 
I thinke that corſe highly fanored, 
that ſhall ſucceed my Lord init, 
and for my part as I mean,thatthe 
ground, where] ſtand ſhall be my 
death-bed, ſo am I not of 1acobs 
mind to haue my body buried far 
from the place where it dieth, but 
eucn inthe next & readieſt graue, 
and thatas ſoone as my breath fai- 
leth, fith delaies are bootelefle, 
where death hath won poſſeſſion. 

But alas I dare not ſaie anie 
more, let my bodie take ſuch for- 
tune as befalleth it:my ſouleat the 
leaſt ſhall dwell in this ſweet Para- 
diſe; and from this brittle caſe of 
fleſh and bloyd, paſle preſently in- 
tothe glorious Tombe of God &: 
man. [t is yowe enwrappedina 

maſle 
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maſſe of corruption, itſhall then 
enioy a place of high pertection : 
where it is now it is more by force 
than by choice,and likearepining 
priſoner in a loathed gaile . But 
chereinlittle roome irſhould find 
perfect reſt, and in the priſon of 
death, the libertite of aioytull life. 

O ſweet Tombe of my ſweereſt 
Lord, while I live I will ſtay by 
thee: when I die,] will cleauevnto 
thee:neither aliue nor dead, will I 
euer be drawne fro thee. Thou art 
che altar of mercie, the temple of 
truth, the ſanctuarie of {afetie, the 
oraue of death, and the cradle of 
eternal: life.O heauen of my eclip- 
ſed ſunne, receive vnto thee this 
ſillie ſtar that hath now alſo loſt all 
wiſhedlight . O Whale that haſt 
ſwallowed my only 1022s,{wallow 
alſo mee more worthy to be thy 
pray,ſith I.8& nothe, wasthe cauſe 
of this blodic teEpeſt. O Ceſtern of 
D 4 my 
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my innocet 7oſeph,take me into thy 
dric bottom, {1th I, & not he gaue 
inſt cauſe of off@ceto my enraged 
brethercn, Butalas. in what cloud 
haſt thou hidden the light of our 
waic 2 Vpon what ſhoare haſt 
thou caſt vp the preacher of all 
truth ? or to what 1/maelite haſt 
thou yeelded the puruciour of 
our life 2 

Oh vnhappie mee, why did I 
not before thinke of that which 
I now aske? Why didI leaue him 
whenlT had him, thus to lament 
him, now thatT have loſt him - If 
I had watched with perſeuerance. 
either none would haue taken 
him, or they ſhould haue taken 
me with him. 

But through too much preciſe- 
neſſe in keeping the law, I haue 
loſt the law-maker, and by being 
too ſcrupulous. in obſeruing his . 
ccremonics, I am proucd irrelig1- 

OUS 
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ous in looſing himſelt, fith I ſhold 
rather haue remained with the 
trueth than forſaken it, to ſolem- 
nize the figure . The Sabboth 
could not haue bin prophanedin 
ſtanding by his corſe, by which 
the prophaneſt thinges are ſancti- 
fied, and whoſe touch doth not 
defile the cleane, but cleanſeth the 
_ molt defiled. 

But when it was time to ſtate, I 
departed : When it was too lateto 
helpe, I returned : andnow Ire- 
pent my folly, when it cannot be 
amended, Butlet my hart diffolue 
into ſighs, mine eies melt in tears, 
and my deſolate ſoule languiſh in 
diſlikes : yea let all that Jamand 
haue, indure the deſerued puniſh- 
ment, that if hee were incenſed 
with my fault, he may be appeaſed 
with my penance, and returne vp- 
on the amendment that fled from 
the offence. 

I D Thus 
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Thus when her timorous con- 
ſcience had indited her of ſo great 
an omiſſion, and her toong enfor- 
ced the cuidence with thele bitter 
accuſations. Loue, that was owe 
the onely vmpierin all her cauſes, 
condemned her eies to a freſhe 
ſhowre of tears, her breſt toa new 
ſtorme of {1ghes, and herſoule, to 
be perperuall priſoner to reſtleſle 
ſorrowes. 

ButO Mary, thou deceiueſt thy 
ſelte in thy own deſires, and it wel 
appeareth, that exceſle of griefe, 
hath bred in thee a defect of due 
proutdence. 

And wouldeſt thou indeede 
haue thy wiſhes come to paſſe, 
and thy words fulfilled ? Tellme 
then,lI pray thee, if thy heart were 
diſſolued, where wouldeſt thou 
harbor thy Lord ? what wouldeſt 
thou offer him 2 how wouldeſt 


thou lone him 7 
'Thy 
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Thy eles haue loſt him, thy 
hands cannot feele him, thy feete 
cannot follow him. and it he beat 
all in thee, itis thy heart that hath 
him, and wouldeſt thou nowe 
haue that diſlolued, from thence 
alſo to exile him ? And if thy cies 
were melted, thy ſoule in languor, 
& thy {&fes decaied, how wouldſt 
thou {ce him, if hee did appeare ? 
how ſhouldſtthou heare himif he 
did ſpeak, how couldſt thou know 
' him, though hewerether preſcnt? 
Thou thinkeſt happily that hce 
loucth thee ſo well, that ifthy ha-t 
were ſpent for his loue, hee would 
either lend his owne heart vnto 
thee,or create a new heart in thee, 
better than that which thy ſorrow 
tooke from thee. It may be, thou 
imagineſt, that if thy ſoule would 
glue place, his ſoule wanting now 
a bodice, would enter into thine, 


with ſupply of all thy ſenſes, and 
releaſe 
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releaſe of thy ſorrowes: | 

O Mary thou did{t not marke 
what thy maiſter was wont to ſay, 
when hee told thee, that the third 
daic heſhould riſe againe. For if 
thou hadſt heard him , or atthe 
leaſt ynderſtood him, thou woul- 
deſt not thinke, but that hee now 
victh both his heart and ſoulcin 
the life of his owne bodie. And 
therefore repaire to the Angels, 
and enquire more of them, leaſt 
thy Lord be diſpleaſed, that com- 
ming trom him thou wiltnot en- 
tertainethem, 

But Mary, whoſe deuotions 
wereall fixed vpon a nobler Saint, 
and that had ſo ſtraightly bound 
hecrthoughtes to his onely aftect- 
on, that thee rather deſired to vn- 
know whom ſhee knewealreadic, 
than to burthen her minde with 
the knowledge of newe acquain- 
tance, could not make her will, 

long 
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long ſince poſlefied with the high- 
eſt louc, ſtoupe to the acceptance 
of meaner friendſhips. And for 
this though ſhe did not skornfully 
reiect, yct did thee with humiliric 
retuſe the angels companie, think- 
ing it no diſcourteſic to take her 
ſelfe from tncm, for to giue her 
ſelfe more wholly to her Lord, to 
whome both thee and they were 
whollie deuoted, and ought moſt 
loue and ereatelt dutie.Sorrowal- 
ſo being nowe the onely interpre- 
tcrof al that ſenſe, deliuered to her 
vnderſtanding , made her conſter 
their demand in a more doubtfull 
than true meaning, | 

If (/airh ſhe) they came to cafe 
my atfliction, they could not be 
19n0rant ofthecauſe : and ifthey 
were not 1gnorit of it,they would 
neuer askeit, why then did they 
lay, Woman why weepeſt theut 

It thicit queſtion did importa 

prohibt- 
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prokibition, the neceſſitie of the 
occaſion doth countermand their 
counſaile, and fitrer it were they 
ſhoulq weepe with me, than I in 
not weeping obey them. 

It the ſunne were aſhamed to 
ſhew his brightncſle, when the ta- 
ther ofall lights was darkned with 
ſuch diſgrace : It the heauens diſ- 
colouring their beauties , ſuted 
theſelues to their makers fortune : 
It the whoſe frame of nature were 
almoſt diſſoJued to fee the author 
of nature ſo vnnaturally abuſed : 
why may not Angels , that beſt 
knew the indignitie of the caſe, 
make vp apart in this lamentable 
conſort : And eſpecially now, that 
by the loſſe of his body, the cauſc 
of weeping 1s increaſed, and yet 
the number of mourners leſſened: 
ſith the Apoſtles arefled, all his 
friends afraid, & pooreT left alone 


 toſupply the tears of all creatures: 
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O who will eine water tomy head, 
and a fountaine of teares unto my cies 
that I may weepe day and night , and 
nener ceaſe weeping * O my oncly 
Lord thy griefe was the greateſt 
that cuer was in man,and my gricf 
as great as cuer happened to wo- 
man : for my loue hath carued me 
no ſmall portion of thine,thy loſle 
hath redoubled the torment of 
my owne, and all creatures ſeeme 
to have made ouer tro mee theirs, 
leauing me as the vicegerent of all 
their ſorrowe, Sorrow with me at 
the leaſt thou O Tombe,and thaw 
into tears you hardeſt ſtones. The 
time is now come, that you are !1- 
cenſcd to crie, and bound ro re- 
copence thefilence of your Lords 
Diſciples, of whom heehimlſclfe 
ſaid to the Phariſtes, that if they 
held their peace, the verie ſtones 
ſhould cric for them . Now there- 
fore ith feare hath locked vp thcir 
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lips, &ſadneſle made them mute, 
letthe ſtones-cxie out againſt the 
murderers of my Lord, and be. 
wray the robbers of his lacred bo- 
dic. | 
And I feare that were it well 
knowen , who hath taken him a- 
way, there 1s no ſtone ſo ſtonie : 
but ſhould haue cauſe tolament. 
It was doubtleſle the ſpite of 
{ome malicious Phariſee or blou- 
dic Scribe , that not contented 
with thoſe tormentes,that hee ſuf. 
feredin life ( of which eueric one 
toame other would haue been a 
tyrannicall death) hath now ſtoln 

away his dead body, to practiſe 
vpon it ſome ſauage crueltie, and 
to glut their pittileſſe cles, and 
bruriſh hearts with the vnnaturall 
viage of his helpleſſe corps. O ye 
rockesand ſtones ifeuer you muſt 

crie out, now it 1s high time, fith 
thelighr, the lite, and the Lord of 
LilC 
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the world 15 thus darkned, maſſa- 
cred and outragiouſly miluſcg, 

Doth not his toonge, Whote 
trueth is infallible, and whoſe 
word omniporent,commatinding 
both windes and ſeas, and never 
diſobeicd of the moſt inſcnfible 
creatures, promifſe to arme the 
worlde, and to make the whole 
carth to fight againſt the ſenceleſſe 
perſons, in defence of the 1uſt ? 
And wno more luſt than the Lord 
of juſtice ? who more ſencclefle 
than his barbarous murtherers, 
whoſe inſatiable thirit of his inno- 
cent bloud, could not be ſtaun- 
ched with their crucl] butchering 
him at his death, vnleſſe they pro- 
c2eded farther in this helliſh irn- 
picticto his dead bodie., Why th© 
do notal creatures addreſſe them- 
ſelues torevenge ſoiufta quarrel], 
vppon fo ſ{enceleſſe wrerches, left 
of all reaſon, torſaken of humani- 

E tle 


Mary Mazaalens 
tie, and bercaueed of all feeling 
both of God and man ? 

O Mary, why doeſt thou thus 
torment thy felte with thcſe tragi- 
call ſurmiſes? Doeſt thou thinke 
that the angels would fit ſtill, if 
tiere maiſter were not well? Did 
tacy ſeruc him after his faſting ,& 
- would they deſpiſe him aftcr his 
deceale ? Did they comfort him 
beforche was apprehended, and 
would nonedcfend him when he 
was dead? It in the garden hee 
might haue had twelue Legions 
of them,is his power ſo quite ded 
with his bodie, that he could not 
now command them. Was there 
an Angcll found to heipe Darrel 
to his Ginner, to ſave Toby from 
the i1{h, yea and to defend Balrams 
poore beaſt from his maiſters rage, 
andisthe Lord of Angels of fo lit- 
tle reckning, that if his body ſtood 


in ncede, neucr an Angell woulde 
defend 
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defend it ? Thou ſceſt two here 
preſent to honorhts Tombe, and 
howe much more caretull woulde 
they be to doe domageto his pecr- 
ſon © B:leeue not 3fary that they 
wouid ſmile , if chou haddeſt 
ſuch occalion to weepe. They 
would not ſo gloriouſly ſhine in 
whitc,ifa black & mourning weed 
did better becom the,or were a fit- 
tcr ligery for their maiſter to giue, 
or them to were. Yeelde not more 
to thy vncertain feare, & decciued 
loue,the to their aſurcd knowlege 
& ncuererring charity. Can a ma- 
terial ete ſee more the a heuely (pi - 
rit, ortheglimmering of thy twi- 
light gtue better aime than the 
beames of their cternall ſunne-? 
Would they (thinkeſt thou) waite 
vpon the winding ſheet, while the 
corle were abuſed, orbe heerefor 
thy cofort, if their Lord did neede 
their ſeruice ? Nono, he was nei- 

Ez ther 
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ther anic theeues bootie, nor Pha- 
riſes pray, neitherarerhe Angels 
lo ca:clcflc of him, as hy ſuſþition 
prelumeth. And if their preſence 
and demeanour- cannot altcr thy 
Conceit, looke vron the cloatiics 
and they wall teach thee thine er- 
ror, and clcare thee of thy doubt. 

Would an y theetc thinkeſt thou 
haucbcen ſo religious, as to haue 
ſtoln thc body & leftthe clothes? 
j'c2, would hc have binſoventu- 
rous , asto hauc ſtayed the vn- 
ſnrowding of the corlc, the well 
ordcring of the ſhectcs, and fol- 
ding vppe the napkins ? Thou 
knoweit that myrrhe maketh lin- 
nen clcane as faſt, as pitch or glue: 
and wasa theete at {o much lei- 
farc, a5 to Giflolue the myrrhe and 
vncic "—_ dead ? what did the 
watrch while the ſcales were bro- 
ken, tic Toombe opened, the bo- 


dy vnfolded, all other thinges or- 
dercd 
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dered as now thouſceſt? And if all 
this cannot yet perſwade thee, be- 
leeueat the leaſt thy owne expert- 
ence. When thy maiſter was ſtrip- 
ped atthe crofle, thou know(!t char 
his onely garment being congea- 
led to his goarie back, came Tor 
off without manic partes of his 
Skin, and doubtilcſle would haue 
 torne off many more, itnc had bin 
annointed with mvrche : Looke 
then into the theet, whether there 
remaine any parcell of skin, or any 


one haire of his head: and fith. 


there is none fo be found, belceve 
ſame better ifſue of thy maiſters 
abſence, than thy feare ſuggeſterh. 
A ouilric conſcience doubreth 
want of time, and therefore dil- 
patcheth haſtely. It is in hazard to 
be diſcoucred, 'and therefore pra- 
Qiſeth in darkneſſeand ſecrefie. It 
cuer worketh in extreame feare, 
and therefore hath no levſure to 
2 place 
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lace thinges orderly. But to vn- 
wrap'io mangled 4 bodie, out of 
mirhed clothes, without tg ring 
of any skinne, or Icauing olt any 
mirrh, isathing cither tro man im- 
poſlible, ornot poſlible to be don 
with ſuch ſpeedec, witaout lightor 
help, and with ſo good order. Af- 
ſure thy ſelfe therfore,thar if either 
of malice, or by fraud, the corſe 
had bin remoued, the linnenand 
mirrhe ſhould neuer haue bin lefc, 
and neither could the Angels look 
ſo chearfully, nor the clothes ly ſo 
orderly, butto import ſome hap- 
pier accident,than thou c6ceiueſt. 
Burto free theemore from fear, 
conſider thele wordes of the An 
gels, Woman why weeneſt thou ? For 
what do they i ſienifie butas much 
in cftect as 1f they had ſaid: Where 
angcls reoyce, it agreeth notrhat 
a woman ſhould weep,and where 
hcauc ly y Cicsare witneſics of ioy, 
no 


Funerall Teares 29 
no mortall eye ſhoulde* controll 
them with teſtimonics of ſorrow? 
With more than a manly courage 
thou dideſt before thy coming 
arme thy feete to runne amon2 
ſwords, thy arms to remoue huge 
loades, thy bodic to enqure all ty 
rants rage, and thy ſouic to be ſun- 
dred with violent tortures:and art 
thou now {ſo much a womas that 
thou canſt not commaund thy 
eles to forbeare reares ? Tt thou 
wert a true Dilciple , ſo manie 
proofes would per{1 aade thee, but 
now thy incredulous humor, ma- 
keth thce vnworthie of thar ſtile, 
and wecan affoord thee no better 
titlethan a Woman, and therefore 
O Woman, and too much a Woman 
why weepelt thou 2 

It there were here any corſe,we 
might thinke that ſorrowefor the 
dead enforced tay teares,but now 
that thou findeſt it a place ofthe li- 
E 4 uing 
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uing, why dooſt thou here ſtand 
weeping forthe dead. 


Is our preſence ſo diſcomforta- 


ble that thou ſhouldeſt weepeto” © 


behold vs? oris itthe courſe of thy 
kindnefJe with teares to entertaine 
vs? Itthey be tearcs of loueto te- 
ſtite thy good will, as thy loue is 
acknowledged, ſoler thele ſfignes 
be ſuppreſled. It they be tearcs of 
anger to denounce thy diſplea- 
ſure, they ſhould not here haue 
been ſhed where all anger was bu. 
ricd Hut none cdcſcrued. It they 
be tcares of {orrowand durics to 
the dead , they are beſtowed in 
vaine where the dead 1s reuiued. 
I: they be teares of 10y tilled from 
tic flowers of thy good Fortune, 
tewcr of theſe would ſuffice, and 
fitter were other tokens to expreſſe 
thy contentment. And thercforc 
O woman why doeſt thow weepe © 
would ourcycs beto dic, iffuch 
cyC- 
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cie-ſtreames were behooucfull ? 
Yea would not the heauens raine 
tears if the ſuppoſals were truths? 
Did nor Angels always in their vi- 
{ible ſemblances, repreſent their 
Lords inuiſtble pleaſure , ſhadow- 
ing their ſhapes in the drift of his 
intentions 2 When God was in- 
cenſed they brandiſhed {wordes : 
when he was appcaſed, they ſhea- 
thed them in ſcabbards: When he 
wouldedefend , they reſembled 
ſouldiers, when he would terrifie 
they tooke terrible formes, and 
when he would comfort,they car- 
ried mirth in their eies, {weetneſfle 
in their countenance,mildneſle in 
their words,fauor, grace and com- 
lineſſe in their whole preſence. 
Why the doeſt thou weev, ſ{ecing 
vs to reloyce? Doeſt thou imagin 
vs to degenerate from our nature, 
or to forgetanic dutie, whoic ſtare 


1S acicher \ubic to change, nor 
\ capab! e 
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capable of the leaſt offence? Art 
thou more feruent inthy loue, or 
more ptiuy to the coſiſail of our c- 
ternal God, than we that are daily 
attcdants at his throne of glory2O 
Woman deeme notamiſle againſt 
ſo apparant cuidence, and at our 
requeſt exchange thy ſorrow for 
Our 10y. | 

Burt O glorious Angelles, why 
do ye moue hir to ioy,if you know 
why ſhe weepeth ? Alas ſhee wee- 
pceth for the loſſe of him without 
whome alloy 1sto her but matter 
of new griete. While he liued,cue- 
ry place waere ſhe found him, 
was to hira Paradiſe : every ſeaſon 
wherein he was cnioyed, a perpe- | 
ruall ſpring: euery exerciſe wherin 
he was ſerued a ſpecial felicity: the 
ground whereon he went ſeemed 
royceld her ſweeter footing , the. 
2ire wherein he breathed, became 
to her ſpirit of life, being once 

| ſanctt- 
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ſanQifed in his ſacred breſt. In 
 ſumme , hys preſence broughe 
with ita heauen of delightes, and 
his departure ſeemed to leaue 
an Eclipſe inall thinges. And yer 
euen the places that hee had once 
honoured with the acceſle of 
his perſon, were to herſo many 
{weete Pilgrimages, which in his 
abſence ſhe vied as chappels and 
alters, to offer vp her praters, fee- 
ling in them long aiter, the vertue 
of his former preſence. And there- 
fore to fecde her with contectures 
of his well-being, is but to ſtreng- 
then her feare of his euill, and the 
alleaging of likelihoods, by thoſe 
thatknow the certaintie, impor- 
terh the caſe tobe ſo lamentable, 
that they are vnwilling it ſhuld be 
knowne. Your obicire glancing 
at the truth, is no ſufticientacquit- 
rance of her grcife, neither can ſhe 
out of thele dilioyned gheſles 

ſpell 
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ſpell the wordes that muſt be the 
concluſion of her complaint. Tell 
her then directly what is become 
of herLord, it you mcane to de- 
liver her out of theſe dumpes, ith 
what elſe ſocuer you ſay of him, 
doth but draw morc humours to 
her fore, and ratheranger it, than 
any way aſſtager. 

Yet hearken O Mary,and confi- 
dcr their ſpeeches. Think what an- 
{were thou wilt giue the, fith they 
preſſe thee with fo {irong pcriua- 
ſions . BurI dopbt that thy wittes 

are \moothered with too thicke a 
miſt, to admit theſe vnknowen 
beames, cf their pale lighr. Thou 
art ſo wholy inhctited by the blo- 
dy tragedie of thy ſlaughtered 
Lord, and his death & dead body 
haue gottc ioabſolute a conqueſt 
oucr all thy powers, tharncither 
thy ſence can diſcerne, nor thy 
minde concetue,anie other obie&t 

than 
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than his murdercd corſe. 
Thy eics ſceme to tell thee that 
cuery thing inuiteth thee to weep, 
carrying ſuch ontward !hewe, as 
thoug1 all that thou ſeeſt wereat- 
tyredin ſorrow to folemnize with 

gencrall conſent the funeral of th 

maiſter. Thy carcs perſuace thee, 
that a!l foundes and voyces are tu- 
ned to mourning notes , and that 
the Eccho of thy own wailings,1s 
the cry of tne very [tones & trees, 
as though (the cauſe of thy teares 
being fo vnuſuall ) God to the 
rockes and woodes , had in{pt- 
red a feciing of thine and their 
common lofle. And therefore it 
ſounderh to rac as a ſtrange que- 
ſtion , toaske thee why thou viee- 
peſt, ith al that thou ſeeſt and hea- 
reſt, icemeti1 to enduce thee, yea 

to enforce thee to Wweepe. 
If thou lecit any thing that bear- 


tit a culior of mirth, it is vnto thee 
like 


- 
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like therich ſpoils ofa vanquiſhed 
kinghom, in the ete of the captiue 
Prince, which put him in minde 
whathe had, not what he hath, & 
are but vpbraidin os of his lofle, & 
whetſtones of ſharper ſorrowe. 
Whaticuer thou heareſt, that mo- . 
ueth delight, it repreſenteth the 
miſle of thy mayſters ſpeeches, 
which as they were the onely bar- 
mony thatthy cars aftected,lfothey 
being now ſtopped with deathtull 
ſilence, all other words & tunes of 
comfortareto thee butan Iſraelits 
mulick vpon Babilon bancks, me- 
mories of aloſt felicitie, 8& proofcs 
ofapreſent vnhappineſſe. And 
though loue increaſed the conceit 
of thy loſle which endeereth the 
meaneſt things, and doubleth the 
eſtimat of things thatarepretious: 
yet thy faith reaching o thee, thein- 
finitdignitic of thy maiſter, & thy 
vaderſtanding being no dul _ 
cr 
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lertolearne ſo well liked aleſſon, 
it fell out ro bce the bittereſt part 
of thy miſerie, rhat thou diddeſt 
ſo well knowe howe infinite the 
lofſſe was that made thee miſc- 
rable. 

This is the cautc that thoſe ve- 
rie Angels in whome all thinges 
make remonſtrance of eriumph & 
ſolace, are vnto thee occaſions of 
new greite.For their gratious and 
louely countenances, remember 
thee,that thou haſt loſt the beauty 
of the world,and the higheſt mark 
of true loues ambitto, Their ſweet 
lookes and amiable features tcl] 
thee, that the heauen of thy cyes 
which was the reuercnd Maicſtie 
of ty maiſters face, once fhined 
with farre more pleaſ! 1N9 graccs, 
but is nowe disfioured with the 
dreadfullformes of death. Jn ſum, 
they were to thee, like the gliite- 
ring ſparks of a broken —_—_ 

an 
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and like pictures of dead and de- 
caicd beautics,{1gnes,not falues of 
thy calamitie, memorials, not me- 
dicines of thy misfortune. 

Thy etes were too well acquain- 
ted with the truth, toaccept a ſup- 
plic of ſhadowes, and as comeli- 
neſle, comfort, and glory were ne- 
ucrinany other ſo truly athome, 
and ſo perfitly in their prime, as in 
the perſon and ſpeeches of thy 
Lord:ſocannotthy thoughtes but 
be like {trangers in ante forraigne 
delights. Forin themallthou ſceſt 
no more, but ſom ſcattered crums, 
and hungrie morſels of thy late 
plentifull banquets, and findeſt a 
dim reflexion of thy former light, 
which likea flaſh of lightning, in 
a cloſe and ſtormic nigh A ſeructh 
thee, but to ſee thy preſent infeli- 
Citie, and the better to knowe the 
horror of the inſuing darknes. 

Thou thinkeſt thercfore thy 
ſelic 
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{elte blameleſle, both in weeping 
for thy lofle, and in refuſing other 
comfort : Yetin common courte- 
fic affoord theſe Angels an an- 
ſwere, {ith their charite in viſiting 
thee, deſeructh much more, and 
thou (if not too vagratctull) canſt 
allow them no leſle, 

Alas (ſaith iſhee) what necdeth 
my an{were, where the muerte 
it ſelfe ſpeaketh , and the lofle 1s 
maniteſt « My eies haue anſwered 
them with teares , my breſt with 
ſighs , and my heart with throbs, 
what need Ialſo puniſh my toong 
or wound my ſoule with a newe 
rehearſall of ſo dolcfull a mif. 
chance: T hey haue taken away,O vn 
fortunate word. They haue taken a- 
way my Lord, 

O afflicted woman, why thinkeſt 
thou this word ſo vnlortunate © It 
may be the angels haue taken him 


more folemnly to entombe him, 
F and 
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and ſith earth hath done her Jaſt 
homage, happily the Quires of 
heauenareallo delcended to de- 
fray vnto him, their tunerall du- 
LICS. 

It may bethatthe Centurion and 
the reſt, that did acknowledge 
him on the croſſeto be-the ſon of 
God, haue bin touched with re- 
worle, and goared with the pricke 
of conicience, and being defirous 
to ſatisfie for their heinous offece, 
haue now taken him, more hono- 
rably to interre him, and by their 
ſcruice to his bodie fought for- 
gineneſle, and ſued the pardon of 
their guiltie ſoules. 

Peraduenture ſome ſecret Dif- 
ciples, have wrought this exploit, 
and mavgre the watch taken him 
from hence , with due honour to 
preicrue him in ſome fitter place, 
and therefore being yet vncer- 
taine who hatn hym., there 1s 

no 
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noſuch cauſe to lament, fith the 
. greater probabilities, march on 
the better ſide. Why doeſt thou 
call ſorrow before it commeth, 
which without calling comech on 
thee too faſt * yea why doeſt thou 
creat ſorrow where it is not, fith 
thou haſt true ſorroives inough 
though imagined ſorrowes helpe 
not ? Itis follie to ſuppole the 
worſt whcre the beſt may bee ho- 
ped for,and eucry miſhap bring- 
eth gricfe inough with it, though 

vie with our feares, do not go firſt 
to mect it. Quiet then thy ſelfe, 
till rimetrie out the trueth, and it 
may bethy feare wil proue greater 
than thy misfortune. 

ButI know thy love is litle hel- 
ped with this leſſon : forthe more 
rloueth the moreit feareth : and 
the more deſirous to enioy, the 
more doubrfull it isto looſe. It 
neither hath meaſure in hopes, 

2 nor 
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nor mean in fears: thoping the beſt 
vpon the leaſt jurmiſes , and fea- 
ring the worſt vppon. the weakeſt 
oroundes . And yetboth tearing 
and hoping atonetime, neither 
feace withholdeth hope from the 
nighelt attemptes ,*nor hope can 
ſtrengthen feare again(t the ſmal.- 
ieft ſuſpitions: but maugreal fears, 

loues hopes will mount to the 
higheſt pitch,& maugreall hopes, 
loucs feares will ſtoupe to the 
loweſt downcome. To bid thee 
rhercfoie hope, is not to forbid 
thee to feare,, and though it may 
be for the beſt, that thy Lordi is ta- 
ken from thee, yer, (ith it may alſo 
be for the worlt, that will ncuer 
content thee. 

Thou thinkeſt hope doth in- 
ough to keepe thy heart from 
breaking, and tearclittle enough 
to force thee to no more than we- 
pine , ſithitis likely that hee hath 

bin 
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bin taken away vpon hatred by his 
enemies,as vpo loue by hisfrends. 

For hitherto ( ſateſt thou ) his 
friends haneall failed him,and his 
foes preuailed againſt him, and as 
they that would not defend him 
aliue, are lefle likely to regard him 
dead,ſo they that thought one lite 

'to0 little to take from him,are not 
valikely after death to wreake new 
rage vpon him. 

And though this doubt were 
not, yet whoſocuer hath taken 
him, hath wronged me, in not ac- 
quainting me withit, forto take 
away mine without my conſent, 
can neither be offered withour in- 
iuric,nor ſuffered witnout forrows 
AndasforlTeſus he was my Ieſus, 
my Lord,and my maiſtcr. He was 
mine becauſe hee was giuen vnto 
me. and borne for me : he was the 
author of my being, and ſo my ta- 
ther, he was the worker of my wel 

F 3 doing, 
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doing, and therefore my ſauiour, « 
he was the price of my raunſome, 
and therby my redeemer : He was 
my Lord to commaund me, my 
maiſter to 1uſtruet me, my paſtor 
to feede me. He was mmine becauſe 
his loue was mine, and when he 
gaue me his loue he eaue mehim- 
ſeltc, ſi th loueisno gift eXCept the 
o1uer be giuen with i it, ycaitisno 
Joue, vnleſſeirbeas liberal of that 
itis, as of thatic hath . Finallie if 
the meat be mine that Jeat, the 
life mine wherewith I liue, or hee 
mine, all whoſe life, labours and 
death were mine , then dare I 
boldlie fate that Jeſus is mine, 
ſith on hys bodiel feede, by his 
louclline, and to my _ with- 
out anie neede of hys owne, 
hath heliued, laboured, and died. 
And therefore though his Diſct- 
ples, though the Centurion, yea 
though the angels haue take him, 
they 
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they haue done me wrong, 'in de- 
fcating mee of my right, fith Ine- 
uer meane to re{tgne my intereſt. 

But what if he hath taken away 
himſelfe, wilt thou alſo lay vniu- 
ſtice to his charge? Though he be 
thine,yet thine to command, not 
to obay, thy Lord to diſpole of 
thee, and not to be by thee dif- 

oled : and therefore as it 15 no 
reaſon-that the ſeruant ſhould be 
maiſter of his maiſters ſecretes, {6 
might he, and peraducture ſo hath 
hc, remouzd without acquainting 
thee whether reuiuing himſelfe 
with the ſame power, with which 
he raiſed thy dead brother, & ful. 
filling the words, that he often vt- 
tered of his reſurrection. 

It may be thou wilt ſay, thata 
eift once given, cannot be reuo- 
ked, and therefore though it were 
before in his choiſe, not to give 
him(clſe vnto thee, yer the deede 

F 4 of 
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of gift being once made, heecan-. 
notbe taken from thee, neither 
can the doner diſpoſe of his gitt 
without the poſleſlors priuitie. 
And ith this 1s arule in the law of 
nature , thou maiſt imagine it a 
breach of equity,andan impeach- 
ment of the right to conneie him- 
{elfeaway without thy conſent. 

But to this I willanſwere thee 
with thine owne ground. For if he 
be thine by being gue thee once. 
Thouart his by as maniegiftes, as 
daics, and therefore hee being ab- 
ſolute owner of thee, 1s likewiſe 
full owner of whatſocuer is thine, 
and conſequently becauſe hee 1s 
thine, heis alſo his owne, and ſo 
nothing liable vnto thee, for ta- 
king himſclie from thee. 

Yea butheeis my Lord (lateſt 
thou) and in this reſpe&t, bound 
to keep me, atthe leaſt bound not - 
to kill me : and {ith killing is no- 

thing 
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thing but a ſeuering of life from 
the body, hebeing the chicfe life 
both of my ſoule and body, can- 
not poſſibly go from me, but hee 
muſt with a double death kill me. 
And therefore he being my Lord, 
and bound to protect his ſeruant, 
1tis againſt all lawes that I ſhould 
be thus forſaken. 

-» But O cruel toong,why pleadeſt 
thou thus againit him, whoſe caſe 
I feare meis ſo pitiful, that it migat 
rather moue all tongues to plead 
for him , being peraduenture in 
theirhandes, whoſe vamercifull 
heartes, make themſelues merrie 
with his miſeric, and build the tri- 
umphes of their impious victory, 
vpon the dolefull ruins of his dif- 
graced glory? And now(O gpricte) 
becauſe I know not where heis, I 
canotimagin how to help,torthcy 
haue taken him away, and I know 
_ notwhere they hane put him. 

Alas 
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Alas Mary why doeſt thou con- 
ſume thy ſelf with theſe cares? His 
father knoweth and hee will helpe 
him. The Angels know and they 
will guard him. His owne ſoule 
knoweth and that will aſſiſt him. 
And wharncede then 1s there that 
thouſilly woman ſhouldeſt know 
it, tharcanſt no way profite him? 
Bur I feele in what vaine thy pulſe 
beateth, 8& by thy deſire ] diſcouer 
thy diſcaſe. Though both heauen 
andearth did knowe it, and the - 
whole world had notice of it, yet 
exceptthou alſo wert made priuie 
vnto it , thy woes woulde beeas 
oreat,and thy tears as many. That 
others ſee thy ſunne , doth not 
lighten thy darkeneſle,neither can 
others cating ſatisfie thy hunger. 
The more there be that knowe of 
him, the greater 15 thy ſorrow, that 
among ſo manie thou art not 


thought worthic to be one, And 
che 
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the more there be that may helpe 
him , the more it greeueth thee _ 
that thy poor helpis not accepted 
among them. Though thy know- 
ledgenecdeth not, thy loue doth 
defireit, and though it auailenot, 
thy deſire will ſeeke it. Ifall know 
itthou wouldeſt know it with all: 
ifno other, thou wouldeſt know 
it alone, and from whom ſocuer it 
be concealed, it muſt be no ſecret 
tothee. Though theknowledge 
would diſcomfort thee, yet know 
it thou wilt, yea though it would 
kill thee, thou couldeſt not for- 
beare it. 

Thy Lord to thy loue is like 
drinke to thethirſtie, which it they 
cinot haue,they die for drouth,& 
being long without it, they pine 
away with longing. Andas mcn 
in extremirie of thirſt are ſtil] drea- 
ming of tountaines, brookes, and 


ſpringes, being neuer able to have 
other 
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other thought, or to vtter other 
word butof drinke and moiſture: 
ſo louers in the vehemencie of 
their paſſion , can ncither thinke 
nor ſpecake but of thatthey loue,&: 
it that be once miſfſing,euery part, 
15 both ancic to watch , and an 
care to liſten, what hope or-newes 
may be had of it If it be good they 
dic till they heareir, though bad, 
yetthey cannot live without it.Ot 
the good they hope thatit 1s the 
very beſt,and of the euil they feare 
itto bethe worſt, and yetthough 
neuerſo good they pinetill it be 
told, and be it neucrſocnill, they 
are importunate to know it. And 
when they once know 1t, they can 
neither beare the ioy, nor brooke 
. the ſorrow, butas well theoneas 
the other is enough to kill them. 

And this O Mary I geſle tobe 
the cauſe why the Angels would 


not tell thee thy Lordes _—o 
1 
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if it had been tothy liking, thou 
wouldeſt haue died for i iov, if 0- 
therwite thou wouldſthaue ſunck 
downefor ſorrow. And therefore 
they leaue this newes for him to 
deliver, whoſe word if it g1ue thee 
a wound, isalſoa ſalve to cure it, 
though neuer ſo deadly. 

But alas afflicted ſoule , why 
doth ito aceply greeue thee, that 
thou knowelt not where hee 15s? 
Thou canſt not better him if he be 
wel, thou canſtas little ſuccor him 
if he be1il : andfith thou feareſt 
that he is rather ill than well, why 
wouldeſt thou know ir, fo to end_ 
thy hopes in miſhappc , and thy 
great feares 1n farre greater ſor- 
rows? Alasto askethee why, is in 
a maner toaske one halfe ſtarued 
why heis hungry. For as thy Lord 
is the foode of ty thoughtes, the 
relicte of thy withes, the *oncly re- 
paſt of all thy defires:{o is thy loue 
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a continuall hunger , and his ab- 
ſence vnto thee an extreame fa. 
mine. And therefore no maruell 
though thouartſo greedy to hear, 
yea todeuoure anie be itneuerſo 
bitternotice of him , ſith thy hun- 
ger 1s molt violent, and nothing 
but he able to content it. And al- 
beitthe hearing of his harms ſhuld 
worke the ſame in thy minde, that 
ynwholſome meate worketi in a 
ſicke ſtomacke : yet if it once con-. 
cerne him that thou loneſt , thy 
hungrie loue could not temper it 
ſelte from it, though after with 
many wringing gripes, it dida_ 
long and vnpleaſant penance. 

Bur why doth thy forrow queſt 
ſo much vpon the place where he 
15? were 1t notinough for thee to 
know who had him.,but that thou 
muſt alſo know in whatplacc he 1s 
beſtowed © A worſe placethan 2 


graue no man will offer,and many 
farre 
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farre better manie titles wil allow: 
and therefore thou maiſt boldly 
thinke,that whereſocuer he be, he 
is in a place fitter for him than 
where he was. 

Thy ſiſter Martha confeſſed him 
to be the ſonne of God, and with 
her confeſſion agreed thy belicte. 
And what place more conucnient 
for the ſonne, than to be with his 
Father, the bulineſſe for which he 
bath been ſo long from him,being 
now fully finiſhed 7 

Ithebe the Meſiias as thou did(t 

once belecue, it was ſaid of him, 
T hat he ſhould aſcend on high and lead 
our captinitie captiue. And whatis 
this height, but heauen, whatour 
captiuitie but death? Death there: 
fore is become his captiuc, and it 
is like that with the ſpoiles therof, 
he is aſcended in triumph to cter- 

nall life. 

But if thou canſt not life thy 
mind 
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mind fo ſo fauorablea belicte, yet 
mateſt thou verie wel luppoſe that 
he is1n Paradife. For it he came to 
repaire_Adamsruines , and to be 
the common parent of our redep- 
tion, as CAdam was of our orig1- 
nall infe@on : : reaſon ſeemeth to 
require, that hauing indured all 
his life the penalty of Adams exile, 
he ſhould after death re-enter pol- 
ſeflion of that inheritance which 
Adam loſt : that the ſame place 
that was theneaſt, where {in was 
firſt hatched , may be nowe the 
childbed of orace and mercy. And 
iflorow atthecroſſe did not make 
thee as deafe. as at the toombe it 
maketh thee forgetfall, thou didlit 
in confirmation hereot heare him- 
{elte ſay to one of the theenes, 
that the ſame day hee ſhould be 
with him in Paradiſe. And if it be 
reaſon that no ſhadow ſhould be 
more priuiledged than the bode. 
/ NO 
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no figure in more account than 
the figured truth, why ſhouldeſt 
thou belceuethar Elias and Enach 
hauc been in Paradiſe, theſe many 
agcs, and that ne whoine they but 
as tipes reſembled, ſhuld be exclu- 
ded tro thence? Heexcelled them 
inhife, he ſurpaſſed them in MyTra- 
cles, he was farre beyond them in 
dignitic : Why then ſhoulde not 
his place be farre aboue, oratrhe 
leaſt equall with theirs, fith their 
prerogatines were {a farinferiour 
vnto his? 

Andyetifthe baſeneſſe and mi- 
(cry of his paſſion, haue laide him 
lolowe in thy conceite, that thou 
thinkeſt Paradiſe roo high a place 
tobe likely to hauc him : the verie 
loweſt roome that any reaſon can 
aſſtgne him, cannot be meaner 
—_— bolome of Abraham : 

th God in his litc did lo of- 
ten acknowledge him tor his fon, 
G Tal 
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iticemeth the ſlendereſt prehemi- 
nence,that he can gtue him aboue 
other mcn that being 2 his holy oze, 
he ſhould abt in his body ſee corruption, 
BULL be freeamong the dead, repo- 
ting bort, in bdodyeznd loule, where 

other ſaints arc 1n bull oncly. Let 
nol Rees the place witre hee 
1:.trovÞlethee, ſich it cannot bee 
veorſe than his grauc,and infinite 
contectures make probabiliitethat 
1: cannotbur be better, 

Pur ſuppoic that h{e were yet 
remaining incarth, and taken! by 
OL2Ers ontof his Toombe , what 
wouy it auaile thee to knowe 
Woeronewere 2 it hebewith ſuch 
as be -- and honour kim. ey will 
beas warteto keepe ttm, as they 
arc loath ne ſhonld be oft: & ther- 
fore wileither often change,or ne- 
ner contcile the place, knowing [c- 
crcfieto be the {ureſt locke to te 
tend fo ercat a treaſure , If thoſe 

haue 
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hauetaken him , that malice and 
malign ;e him , thou maiſt well 
iudge him paſt thy recouery, when 
heis once in potlciion of lo cruel] 
OWncrs 

Tito wouldeſt happily make 
ſaic of thy 4uIng,a nd icece lum by 
raniome . But it 15not likely they 
would {cll him to bee honoured, 
that bought him to be murtihered. 

If price would not ſeruc , thou 
wouldeſt fall to praiter . But how 
can prater ſoften tuch flint hearts ? 
anditthey skorned ſo many teares 
oitcred for WT , as little will 
they regard thy ntreatie tor his 
corie, 

It neither price nor praier would 
preuaile,thou wouldeſt airempr 1t 
by force.Butalas filly ſouldier thy 
arins are to weake to manage Wea- 

ons, and the iſſue of thy aſlault, 
would be the loflc of thy ſclfe. 

If no other way would hclpe, 
G 2 thou 
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thou wouldeſt purloyne him by 
ſtealth, and thinke thy ſelf e happy 
in contriuing ſuch a theft. O Mary 
tnou artdecciued, for malice will 
haue many lockes, and to ſteale 
him from a theet, that could ſteale 
him from the watche, requireth 
morecunning in theart, than thy 
want of practiſe can affoord thee. 

Yet it theſe be the cauſes that 


thouenquireſt of the place, thou 


ſheweſtrhe torce of thy rare affc- 
tion, and deſerueſt the Lawrel! 
of a perfect louer. 

But to teel more of their ſweet- 
neflc,I wil pound theſe ſpices, and 
dwclla while inthe perule of thy 
r:{olute feruour. 

And firſt, can thy loue enrich 
thee when thy goods arc gone, or 
a dead corſe repay the value of thy 
ranſome 7 Becauſe he had ncither 
bed tobe borne in, nor graue to 
be buried in: wilt thou theretote 
rathcr 


Funcrall Teaves. 4.2 
ratherbe poor with him, thanrich 
withouthim, - 

Againe, it thou hadlt to ſue to 
ſome cruel Scribe or Phariſee.that 
is,toa hart boyling in racor,with a 
hcart burnig in loue,fora thing of 
him aboue all thinges derteſted , of 
thee aboue al things deſired:as his 
encmy to whom thou ſueſt, & his 
friende for whom thou intreateſt: 
canſt thou think it poſſible for this 
ſutero ſpeed? Could thy louere- 
paire thee from hys rage, or {ach 
a tyrant ſtoupe to a womans 
tearess 

Thirdly, ifthy Lord might bee 
recouered by violence, art thou ſo 
armed in compleat louc, that thou 
thinkeſt it ſufficient harneſle ? or 
doeth thy loue endue thee with 
ſuch a 7#dithes ſpirite, orlend thee 
ſuch Sampſons lockes, that thou 
canſt breake open huge gates, or 


toyle whole armies: Is thy loue ſo 
G 3 {ure 


Mary Magdalens . 
ſure a ſhield, thatno blowe can 
breake it,or lo ſharpa dint, thatno 
force can withſtand it? Canit thus 
alterſexc, change nature, and ex- 
ceed all Art. 

But of all other courſes wouldſt 
thou aduenture a theft to obtaine 
thy defire ? A good deed mult bee 
well done,and a worke of m:rcie 
without breach of iuſtice. Itwerea 
ſinne to ſteale a prophane trea- 
ſure , but to ſteale an annointed 
prophet can bee no leſle thana ſa- 
criledge. And whar greater ſtain to 
thy Lord. to his dodrine , and to 
thy ſcltc,than to ſee thee his Diſci- 
ple publikely exccutcd foran open 
their? 

C Mary viiclle thy loue hauc 
Þ-ttor warrant than commso ſence, 
1 can har rdly ſee how ſuch difſeign- 
ments can beapprooned. 

/\pprooucd (fayth ſhe)T would 


to God the cxecution were as ca- 
{ie 
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ſieas theproofe,and I ſhould nor 
long bewaile my vnfortunat loſſe. 

To others it ſeemeth ill ro pre- 
ferre loue before riches , but to 
loue it ſeemeth wotte to preferre 
any thing before it ſelte . Cloath 
him with plates of flucr, that ſhj- 
uvereth for colde, or fill his purſe 
with treaſure, thitpineth for hun- 
gcr, and ſce whether the plates will 
warme him, or the treaitre feede 
him. No no, hee will giue vs all his 
plates fora wollen garment, and al 
his monie for a meaſes mcat, Euc- 
rie {upplie fitteth not with euerie 
necd, ani theloueof fo fweetea 
Lord hati no correſpondence in 
worldly wealth . Without him I 
were poore, though Empreile of 
the world. With him 1 were rich, 
though I had nothing clic. They 
thar haue moſt are accounted r1- 
cheſt, and they thought to haue 
moſt, that haue all they deſire: and 

G 4 there- 
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Mary Mazdalens 
thereforeas inhim aloneis the vt- 
termoſt of my deſires, ſo he alone 
1s the umme of al my ſubſtance. Ir 
were too happie an exchange, to 
haue God for goods, and too rich 
a pouertie to enioy the only trea- 
ſure of the world. It I were ſo for- 
tunatea begger, I would diſdaine 
Solomans wealth, and my loue be- 
ing ſo highly enriched , my life 
ſhould never complaine of want. 

Andit all I am worth would 
not reach to his ranſome,, what 
ſhuld kinder me to ſeek him by in- 
treaty? Though I wer to ſueto the 
orcateſt tyrant, yet the <quitie of 
my {ute is more than halteagranr. 
If many drops ſoften the hardeſt 
ſtoncs, why ſhuld not many tears 
ſupple the moſt ſtony hearts? what 
anger fo fiery that may not bce 
quenched with eie-water, fith a 
weeping ſupplianr, rebateth the 
cdgeof more than aLions fury ? 

| My 
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My ſute itſelte would ſue for me, 
and ſo doleful a corfe would quic- 
ken pitic in the moſt yron heartes. 
But ſuppoſe that by touchinge a 
ranckled fore, my touch ſhould 
anger it, & my petition at the firſt 
inceſc him that heard it:he would 
percaſe reuile mee in wordes, and 
rhen his owne iniurie would re- 
coyl2 viith remorſe, and be vnto 
me a patron to proceede in my re- 
queſt. And if he ſhould accompa- 
nic his words with blows, and his 
blowes with woundes, it may bee 
my ſtripes would ſmartin his guil- 
tie mind, and his conſcience bleed 
in my bleeding woundes, and my 
innocent blood fo entcnder hys 
adamant heart, that his owne in- 
ward feelizges would plead my 
cauſe, and peraduenture obtaine 
my ſute. 
But if through extremitie of 
ſpight, he ſhould happen to Kill 
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Mary Mazdalens 

mece, his offence might eafily re- 
doid to my felicitic.For he would 
beas careful to hide whom he had 
vniuſtly murdered, as him whom 
he had fclloniouſly ſtolne, and {o 
it is like, that hee would hide me 
in the ſame place where hee had 
laid my Lord, and as hee hated vs 
both for one cauſe, him for callen- 
ging, and me for acknowledging 
that he was the Mefiias : ſo would 
hee vie vs both after one manner, 
And thus what comfort my body 
wanted, my ſoule ſhould enioy,in 
ſeeing apart of my ſclfe partner of 
my Maiſters miſcrie : with whom 
tobe milſcrable, Ireckona higher 
fortune, than without him to be 
moſt happie. 

Andit no othcr meane would 
ſcrue to recoucr him but force : 
Iſee no reaſon why 1t might not 
verie well become me? None wil 


bar mee from defending my lite, 
which 
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which the leaſt worm in therighe 
nature hath leaue to preſerue. And 
ſith hee 1s to me ſo dearea life that 
without him, all lifeis death, na- 
ture authoriſeth my feeble forces 
to imploy their vttermolt in io ne- 
ceſlarie an attempt. Neccilitie ad- 
derhabilitie, and louc doubleth 
neceſſitie, and it often happeneth 
that nature armed with louc, and 

reſled with neede , exceederhit 
ſelfe in migat and ſurmounteth all 
hope in ſucceſſe. Andas the equt- 
tie of the cauſe doth breath cou- 
rage into the defendors, making 
them the more willing to fig hr, & 
theleſſevnwilling to die: ſos ouilty 
conſciences arceuer timorous, ſtill 
ſtarting with ſodain frights, and a- 
fraid of theicoven ſuſpitions,ready 
to yeeld before the aflault , vpon 
diſtruſt of their cauſe, and deſpaire 
of theirdetence. Sith therefore to 
reſcue an innocent, to recouera 
right, 
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Mary Maz alens 
right, and to redreſle ſo deepe a 
wrong, is ſo juſt a quarrell : nature 
will enhable me, loue encourage 
me, grace confirme me, and the 
1udge of all juſtice fightin my be- 
halfe. 

Andit itſeeme vnfitting to my 
ſexeintalke, much more in prac- 
tiſe to deale with martiall aftaires : 
yet when ſuch a cauſe happeneth, 
as neuer had pattern, ſuch effectes 
muſt follow as are without exam- 
ple. There was neuer any body of 
a God but one, never ſuch a bo- 
dic ſtoine but now, neuer ſuch a 
ſtealth vnreuenged but this . Sith 
therefore the Angels neglect it, 
and men forgetit, O 14dith lend 
methy proweſle for I am bound 
to regard it. 

But ſuppoſe that my force were 
vnableto winne him by an open 
enterpriſe, what ſcruple ſhould 
keepe me from ſceking him by ſe- 
cret 
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cret meanes ? yea and by plaine 
ſtealth, it will be thought a ſinne, 
and condened for atheft, O iweet 
ſinne why was not I the fir(t that 
did commit thee ? Why did 1 ſut- 
fer anie other ſinner to preuent 
me?For ſtealing fro God his ho- 
nor was called a ſinner, and vn- 
der that title was ſpread my infa- 
mie. Burt for ſtealing God froma 
falſe owner, ] was not worthie to 
be calleda {inner, becauſe it had 
bin too high a glorie. If this beeſo 
; great a ſinne, and ſo heinous a 
theft , let others make choiſe of 
what titles they will : but for my 
part, ] would tefuſeto bean angel, 
I would not wiſh to be a Sain&t, I 
would neuer be eſteemed either 
uſt ortrue, and Iſhould bee beſt 
contented ifI might both live and 
dicſ{uch a fianer, and be condem- + 
ned forſuch atheft. When I heard 
my Lorde make ſo comfortable a 
pro- 
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romiſc tothe theef vp6 the cros, 
that hee ſhould that daie be with 
him in Paradiſe, I had halfe an en- 
uicat that theeues good fortune, 
and wiſhed my ſelfe inthe theefes 
place, ſo ] mighthaue enioyed the 
fruit of his promiſe. Bur it I could 
beſo happieathecte,as to commit 
this theft, if that with had taken ef- 
fect, I would now vnwiſh itagain, 
and {corne to be any other theete 
than my ſelfe, {zth my booty could 
make me happier, tnan ame other 
thectes felicity.And waatthough 
my fellonie ſhould be called in 
queſtion, in what reſpect ſhould I 
need to feare? They would fate 
that | loued him too well. But that 
were ſoone diſprooucd,fith where 
the worthineflc is infinite, no loue 
can be inough. They would ob- 
ict thatT ſtole anothers goods: & 
as for that, many {ure titles of my 


intereſt would 4ucrre him to bee 
mine, 
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mine, and his dead corſe would 
rather ſpeak than witneſſes ſhould 
faile to ergo ſo certaine atrueth. 
AnditI haa nota ſpecial right vn- 
to him, what ſhould moue mee to 
venture my lite tor him ? No no,if 
I were ſo happiza fcllon, Tſhould 
feare no temporall arraignment. I 
ſhould rather feare that the angels 
would cite me to my anſwere, for 
preucting theinthe theft, fith not 
the higheſt Seraphin in heauc, but 
would deem it a higher ſtile, than 
his owne.to be the thecte that had 
committed {o olorious 1 robocry. 

But alas thus ſtand 1 deutiing 
what I would doe. it I knewe anie 
thin? of amand: nthbe mean time 
| Ineitl 1r know who hath him,nor 
where tacy have beſtowed him, 
and ſtil] am torced to div cl In t11s 
anſwer, that They hare taken away 
7y Lord. and 1 knowe not where they 
hane pt PIE [94 
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= Cary Mazailens 
While Mary thus loſt her ſelfe 
ina Laberinth of doubts, watering 


| herwords with teares, and war- 


ming them with ſighs, ſeeing the 
Angels with akinde of reuerence 
ri{c,as though tlicy tad done ho- 
nourto one vchind her : Sye tur- 
ned backe,and ſhe ſaw Teſus ſtanding, 
but that it was Teſus ſhe knew not. 

O Mary, 1s it polsible that thou 
haſt forgotten Ieſus 7 Faith hath 
written him in thy vnderſtanding, 
loucin thy will, both feare & hope 
in thy memorte: and how can all 
theſe regeſters bee ſo cancelled, 
thatſo plainly ſeeing, thou ſhoul- 
deſt notknow the contents ? For 
him onelie thou tyreſt thy feete, 
thou bedeſt thy knees, thou wrin- 
oeſt thy handes . For him thy 
heart throbbeth,thy breſt ſigheth, 
thy tongue complaineth. For him 
thy eye weepeth, thy thought ſor- 


roweth,thy whole bodic fainteth, 
and 
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and thy ſoule languiſhcth. In ſum, 
there is no partinthee,butis bulic 
about him , and notwithſtanding 
all this, haſt thou nowe forgotten 
him?His countenance auoucheth 
it, his voice aſlureth it, his wounds 
witneſle it,thy own cies behold ir, 
and doeſt thou not yet beleuc that 
this is Teſus? Are thy ſharpe ſeeing 
cies become ſo weak ſighted, that 
they are dazeled with the ſunne, 
and blinded with the light ? 

But there 1s ſuch a ſhower of 
teares between thee and him, and 
thy eyes are ſo dimmed with wee- 
ping tor him,thatthogh thou ſecſt 
the ſhape of a man, yer thou canſt 
notdiſcern him. Thy cares alſo are 
ſtill ſo poſſeſſed with the doletull 
Eccho of his laſt ſpeeches , which 
want of breath, made him viter in 
a dying voyce, that the force and 
lowdneſſe of his living wordes, 
maketh thee imagine it the voice 
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Mary Mandalens 
ofaſtranger: and therefore as hee 
leenmeth vato thee ſo like a ſtran- 
ger, heasketh tais quelito of thee, 
O woman why weepeſt thon, whom: ſce- 
keſt thon ? 

O defire of the heart X only! 10y 
of her ſoule, wiy demandelr thou 
why the weeperh , or for wiio ſhe 
tecketh ? Bur a while {ince ſhe ſaw 
thec her oaely hope hanging ona 
tree,with thy head full of thornes, 
ri1e eyes ſull of tecares, thy cares 
tull of bJaſphemies, ny mouth ful 
oi gall.thy whole perſon mangled 
and disfigured , and doeſt chou 
aske ner why the weepeth ? Scarſe 

three daics paſſed , ſhe beheld thy 
armes and legs, racked with vio- 
lent puls.,thy hands and feere boa. 

red with nailes. thy fide wounded 
wit a ſpeare , thy whole bodie 
torne with ſiripes and goared 11 
bloud , and doeſt thou her onely 


Nite ake her why ſhe weepeth * 
She 


«y 
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She beheld thee vpon the croſle 
with many teares , and molt 1a- 
mentable cries, yeclding vphecr 
ghoſt, thatis thy owne ghoſt, and 
alasaskeſt thou why ſhe 1 weepcrh? 
And noweto make vp her muſerie, 

hauing butone hope aliue which 
was, thatfora {mall relicte of her 
other afflictions, ſhee might hauc 
annointed thy bode, that hope 1s 
alſo dead. ſince thy bodic is remo- - 
ued and (heenoweltandeth hope- 
leſle of all helpe , and demandefſt 
thou why ſhee weeperh , and for 
whom ſhee ſeexeth 7 Full wel thou 
knowelt, that thee onely the deit- 
reth, thee onely ſheeloueth, all 
thinges beſides thee (hee contem- 
neth, and canitthou finde in thy 
heart toaske her who the ſecketh 2 
To what end, O ſweet Lord,docſt 
thou thus ſuſpend herlonginges, 
prolong herdelires,and martyr hir 
with theſe tedious delates ? Thou 
H 2 only 
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Mary Magzdalens 

onely art the fortreſle of her faint 
faith, the anker of her wauering 
hope, the verie center of her vehe- 
ment loue : to thee ſhee truſteth, 
vpon thee ſheerelieth, and of her 
ſelfe ſhe wholly deſpaireth . Shee 
1s ſo carnelſt in ſeeking thee, that 
ſhee can neither ſecke nor thinke 
anie otherthing : andall her wits 
are ſo buſted in muſing vpon thee, 
that they draweallattention from 
her ſenſes, wherewith they ſhould 
diſcerne thee. Being therefore ſo 
attentive to that ſhee thinketh, 
what maruell though ſhee marke 
not whome ſhee ſeeth, and fith 
thou baſt ſo perfect notice of her 
thought, and ſhe fo little power to 
diſcouer thee by ſenſe, why de- 
mandeſtthou for whom thee ſce- 
keth, or why ſhe weepeth? Doeſt 
thou looke that ſhe ſhould anſwer, 
for theeT ſeeke,or forthee] weep? 
vnleſſe thou wilt vnbend her 

though ts, 
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thoughts , that her eies may fully 
ſee thee, or while thou wilt be co- 
cealed,doeſt thou expect that thee 
ſhould be able to know thee ? 

But O Mary, not without cauſe 
doth hee aske thee this queſtion. 
Thou would(t haue him aliue, & 
yet thou weepeſt becauſe thou. 
doeſt not find him dead. Thou art 
ſorie thathee is not heere, and for 
this verie cauſe thou ſhouldeſt ra- 
ther beglad . Forif he were dead, 
itis moſt likely he ſhoatd be here, 
bur not being heere, it is aſigne 
that he is aliue. He reioyceth to be 
out of his graue, and thou wee- 
peſt becauſe he is not in it. He will 
notlie anie where, and thou ſor- 
rowelt for not knowing where he 
lieth, Alas why bewaileſt thou his 
olorie, as an iniurie : the reutuing 
of his bodie as the robberie of his 
corſe ? Hee being alive, for what 
dead man mourneſt thou, and he 
H 3 being 
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being preſent, whoſe abſence doſt 
thoalament? Brit ſhe taking him to 
be a Gardener, ſaia unto him, O Lord 
if thou haſt carried him from hence,el 
me where thon haſi laid him, and Iwil 
take him away. 

O wonderfull effeRts of Maries 
loue, if love be a Janguor how li- 
ueth ſheeby it ? If loue be her life, 
how dicth ſhe init? If it bereaued 
her of ſenſe, howe did ſhe ſeee the 
Angels? If it quickened her ſenſe, 
why knew ſhe not Jeſus © Doeſt 
thou ſecke for one, whome when 
thou haſt found thou knowſt not, 
or if thou doeſt knowe him when 
thou findeſt him . why doeſt thou 
iceke when thou haſt ime 

Behold Ieſus is come, and the 
partie whome thou ſcekeſt, is tee 
tizat talketi with thee. O Maxy call 
vp thy wits , and open thine eles. 
Hath thy Lord liuced ſolong, la- 
boured ſo much , died with ſuch 
| paine, 
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paine,and ſheddeſuch ſhowres of 


bloud ro come to no higher pre- 


ferment than to bee a Gardener? 
And haſt thou beſtowd ſuch coſt, 


| ſo much ſorrowe. and ſo manic 


teares,for no better man than a f1]- 
ly Gardener? Alas is the fory Gar- 
den the beſt inheritance, that thy 
loue can afford him,or a gardiners 
office the higheſtdignityr thatthou 
wiltallow him ? It had bin better 
hehad lived to haue been Lord of 
thy caſtle,tha with his derh ſo der- 
ly to hauc boghtſoſmalapurchas. 

But thy miſtaking hath in ita 


farther myſterie . Thou thinkeſt 


notamiſſe though thy ſight be de- 
cciuved , For as our firſt father, in 
the ſtate of graceand 1 innocencie, 

was placed in the Garden of plea- 
ſure, and the firſt officc allotted 
him, was to bea Gardener : ſo the 
firſt man that cucr was in glorie, 
appeareth firſt in a Garden, & pre- 

H 4 ſenterh 
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ſenteth himlſelfe in a Gardeners 
likenes,that thebeginnings of glo- 
ric | mighr reſemble the entrance 
of innocencieand orace. Anaas 
a Gardener was the foile of man- 
kind, theparent of {tn, and author 
of death, ſo is this Gardener , the 
raiſer of ourruines, the ranſom of 
our offenſes, and the reſtorer of 
life. Ina Garden Adam was de- 
ceiued, and taken captiue by the 
denill. In a Garden Chriſt was be- 
traied and taken priſoner by the 
lews. In a Garden Adam was con- 
demned toearnhisbread with the 
ſweat of his browes. Andaftera 
freegift of the bread of Angels in 
the laſt ſupperina Garden, Chriſt 
&1d carn it vs witha bloudy ſweat 
cf his whole body . By diſobedi- 
ent cating the fruite of atree, our 
rightto that Garden was by Adam 
forfeited , and by the obedient 
death of C ariſt vpon atree, a farre 
better 
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better right is nowe recouered. . 


When Adam had ſinned inthe 
garden of pleaſure : hee was there 


apparrelled in dead beaſtes skins, 


that his garment might betoken 
his graue , and his livery of Death 
agree with his condemnation to 
die. And nowe to defraie the debt 
of that ſinne, in this garden Chriſt 
lay clad in the dead mans ſhrowd, 
and buriedin his Tombe, that as 
our harmes began ſo they might 
end, and ſuch places and meanes 
as were the premiſes to our miſe- 
rie, might bealſo the concluſions 
of our misfortune. For this did 
Chriſt in the canticles,inuite vs to 
a heauenly banquer, after hee was 
come into this Garden., and had 


reaped his mirrh, and his ſpice, to | 


forewarne vs of the toy, thatafter 
this harueſt ſhould preſently en- 
ſue, namely when hauing ſowed 
in this Garden,a bodie,the morta- 


litie - 


- | þ 
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litie wherof was ſignified by thoſe 
ſpices,hee now reaped the ſame, 
neither capable of death,nor ſub- 
ietto corruption . For this allo 
was Mary permitted to my ſtake, 
that wee might bee infourmed of 
rhe myſteric,and {cc how aptly the 


courſc of our redemption did an- 


were the proceſſe of our condem- 
nation. 

But though he be the gardiner 
that hath planted the tree of grace, 
andreſtored vs to the vſe and ea- 
ting of the fruits of life. Though it 
be hee that ſoweth his gifts in our 
ſoules,quickening in vs the ſeedes 
of vertue,and rooting out of vs the 
weeds of tinne: yer 1s hee neuer- 
theleſſetheſameTeſus he was, and 
the borrowed preſence of a meane 
Iabourer,neither altereth his per- 


- fon, nor diminiſheth his right to 


his divine titlcs, 
Why then canſte thou not as 
well 
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well ſce what in truth hee is, as 
what in ſhewe hee ſcemeth, bur 
becauſe thou ſeeſt more than thou 
diddeſt belecue, and findeſi more 
than thy faith ſerucd thee to ſecke: 
and for this thoug!t thy loue was 
woorthie roſce him, yetthy faith 
was vnwoorthie to knowe him. 
Thou did(tſecke for him as dead, 
and therefore doeſt not know him 
ſeeing him aliue,and becauſe thou 
belecueſt not of himas he is,thou 
doeſt onely ſee him as hee ſeemeth 
to be. 

I cannot ſay thou arte fault- 
leſle , ſth thou arte ſo Jame in + 
thy belecfe : but thy fault deſer- 
ueth fauour , becauſe thy chari- 
tie 1s ſo great, and therefore, O 
mercifull Teſ{n,giuc me Jeaueto ex- 
cuſe whome thou art minded to 
forgiuec. 

Shee thought to haue found 
thee, as ſhee lefte thee, and ſhee 
fought 
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ſought thee as ſhee did laſt fee 
thee, being fo ouercoine with ſor- 
rowe for thy death , that ſhee had 
neither roome nor reſpite inher 
mind,for any hope of thy life, and 
being ſo deepcly interred in the 
griete of thy buriall, that ſhe could 
not raiſe her thoughts to any con- 
ceit ofthy reſurrection. 

For in the graue where Joſeph 
buried thy bodie, Mary together 
with itentombed her ſoule, and 
ſo ſtraightly combined it with thy 
corſe, that ſhee could with more 
eale ſunder her ſoule from her 
owne bodie that liueth by it, than 
from thy dead bodie, with which 
her loue did burie it : forit is more 
thine andin thee, than her owne 
orin herſelfe : and therefore in 
ſecking thy body, ſhee ſecketh her 
owne ſoulc, as with the loſle of 
the one, ſhee alſo loſt the other. 
© Whatmaruell then though ſence 
-_ faile, 


Funerall Teaves. 56 
faile , when the ſoule is loſt, fith 
the lanternc muſt needes be darke 
when the lightis out © 

Reſtore vnto her therefore her 
ſoule thar licth impriſoned in thy 
bodie, and ſhe will ſoone,bothre- 
couer her ſenſe, and diſcoucrher 
errour, For alas 1t1s no error, that 
proceedeth of any wil to crre, and 
itriſeth as much of vehemencie of 
aftection,as of default in faith. Re- 
gard not the errourof a woman, 
but the loue of a Diſciple , which 
ſupplieth in itſelfe what in faithit 
wanteth. 

O Lord (ſaith ſhee) 7f thou 
haſt carried him hence, tell me where 
thou haſt laid him, and I will take him 
away. 

O howe learned is her igno- 
rance, and how skifull her error ? 
Shee charged notthe Angels with 
thy remoouing , not ſeemed to 
miſtruſt them for carrying thee a- 

way 
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way,as though that her loue had 
taughte her, that their helpe was 
needleſſe, where tne thing remoo- 
ucd was remoouer of itfelfe. Shee 
did not requeſt them to enforme 
her where thou wert laide, as it ſhe 
had reſcrned that queſtion for 
thy ſelfe to an{were. But now ſhe 
wwdgeth thee ſo likely to bee the 
author of her toſle, that halfe ſup- 
- poling thee ouiltie, ſhee ſucth a 


recoueric R nd defini thee to. 


tell her where the bodie 1s ,. as 
almoſt fullie perſuaded that thou 
arte as priuic 'rotheplace, as Well 
acquainted with the a@ton . So 
that ifſhebe not altogether right, 
ſhee is not verye mocke wrong, 
and (hee erreth with fuch ayme, 
that ſhee verie little miſleth the 
truth . Tell her theretore, O Lord, 
what thou haſt doone with thy 
ſelfe, fith i it is fitteſt for thy owne 


fpcecht to vtter,that which was on- 
Is 
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ly poſſible for thy owne power to 
performe. 

BurO Mary,fithence thou art 
ſodefſirous to know where thy Ie- 
ſusis , wiy doc{t thou not name 
him, when thou askelſt for him ? 
Thou ſaid(t to the angels that they 
had taken awaie thy Lorde , and 
now the ſecond time thou askeſt 
for him. Are thy thoughts fo viſt- 
ble, as at thy onely preſence to be 
leene ; or ſo generall, rhat they 
pollcfleall when they are once in 
thee 7 when thou ſpeakeſt of him, 
what Him doolt thou meane , or 
how canne a ſtranger vnderſtand 
thee when thou talkeſt of thy 
Lord ? Hath the worlde no other 
lords but tines oris the demaun- 
ding by no other name bur (him) 
a ſuſhcient notice for whome tou 
demaundelt ? 

Burt ſuch is the nature of thy 
lone, thou tudzelt that no other 
ſhould 
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ſhould be intitled a Lord, fith the 
whole world is too little for thy 
Lordes poſlcfſion , and that thoſe 
fewe creatures that are, cannot 
chuſe but knowe him . ith all the 
creatures of the world are too few 
to ſerue him. Andas his worthies 
can appay all loues, and his onely 
loue content all heartes, ſo thou 
deemeſt him to be ſo well wor. 
thy to be owner of all thoughtes, 
that no thought in thy conceite, 
can be well beſtowed vpon any 0- 
ther, 

Yet thy ſpeeches ſeeme more 
ſuddaine than ſound, and more 
peremptorie , than well ponde- 
red. Why doeſt thou fay ſoreſo- 
lutely without anie further cir- 
cumſtance, that if this Gardener 
haue taken him , thou wilt take 
him from him? It hee had him by 
right, in taking him awaic thou 
ſhould( doc him wrong. Itthou 

” ſuppolci 
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ſuppoſcſt hee wrongfully tooke 
tim,thou laieſt theft to his charge, 
and howſocuer it be thou either 
condemnelt thy ſelfe for an viur- 
per,or him fora theete, And is this 
an effe& of thy zealous loue, firlt 
toabaſe him from a God toa Gar- - 
dener, and nowe to degrade him 
from a. Gardener to a theefe ? 

Thou ſhouldſt alfo have con- 
ſidered whether hee tooke him v- foo * 
pon loue or malice. If it werefor | 
loue , thou maieſt aſſure thy ſelte 
that he will bee as warie to keepe, 
as he was ventrous to get him, 
and therefore thy pollicye was 
weake in ſateng, thou wouldelt 
take him away, before thou knew. 
eſt where he was, fith none is 
ſo{1mpleto bewray their treaſure 
toa knowne theefe. It he tooke 
him of malice, thy offer to reco- 
uer him ,is an open defiance, fith 

I ma- 
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malice,isas obſtnate in defending, 
as violent i in offring wrong, and 
he that would be cruell againſt thy 
maiſters dead bodye, is likely to 
be more furious againſt his liuing 
diſciple, 

Butihy loue had no leiſure to 
caſtlſomanic doubts . Thy teares 
were interpreters ofthy words,and 
thy innocent meaning was writ- 
renin thy doletull countenaunce. 
Thy eies were rather pleaders for 
pittie,than Heraulds of wrath, and 
thy wholeperſon preſcnted ſuch a 
patterneof thy extreame anguiſh, 
chat no man from thy preſence 
could take in any other impreſſio. 
And therefore what thy wordes 
wanted,thy action ſupplied, and 
what his care might miſtake, his 
cie did vnderſtand. 

It may bealſo that he wrought 
inthy heart, that was concealed 

from 
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from thy ſighr,& happily his voice 
and demeanour did importe ſuch 
compaſſion of thy caſe,that he ſee- 
med as willing to attoord, as thou 
defirous to haue his helpe. And fo 
preſuming by his behautour , that 
thy {ute ſhould not ſuffer repulle, 
the tenour of thy requeſt doth bat 
argue thy hope of a graunt. 

But what is the reaſon, that in 
all thy ſpeeches, which ſince the 
miſle of thy maiſter thou haſt vrre- 
red (Where they haue put him) is al- 
wales aparte © So thou ſaidelt to 
the Apoſtles, the ſame to the An- 
gels, and now thou dooeſt repeat 
it to this ſuppoſed gardiner : verie 
ſweete muſt this worde bee in thy 
hart,thatis ſo often in thy mouth, 
and it would never beſo readie in 
thy toung,if it werenotverie freſh 
in tny memorie. 

But what maruaile though'it 
I 2 taſt 
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taſk io ſweet,thar wes firſt ſcaloned 
in thy maiſters mouth , which as 
it was the treaſurie of : uerh , the 
fountaine of life , and the onely 
quire of the moſt pertet harmo- 
nie,{o whatſocucrit deliuered,thy 
care deuoured, and thy heart lJoc- 
ked vp. And now that thou wan- 
_rc{t hunielfe , thou haſt no other 

cotort but his words, which thou 
deemeſt ſo much the more efte- 
ctuall to perſuade , in that they 
tooke their force from ſo heauenly 
a ſpeaker. His ſweetneſle therefore 
itis , that makcth this worde ſo 
tweet , and forloue of him thou 
repeateſt 1rſo often, becauſe hee in 
the like cate ſayde of thy brother, 
Where hane you put him. © O how 
much dooſt thou aftect' his perſon 
that findeſtſo ſweeta fecling in his 
phraſe. How much deſireſt thou to 
tec his countenaunce,that with ſo 

oreat 
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great delire pronoſiceſt his words, 
And how willingly wouldſt thou 
kifſe his ſacred feet, that ſo willing- 
ly vttereſt his ſhorteſt ſpeeches 2 

But what meaneſt thou to 
make ſo abſolute a promiſe , and 
- —_ to ſay, 1 will take him 

y . loſeph was afraid, and durſt 
_ "who downe his bodye trom 
the croſle, butby night, yea and 
then alſo nor without Pilars war. 
rant, but thou neither ſtaieſt vntill 
night nor regardeſt P:lar,but ſtont- 
ly promuleſt, thatthou thy (elf wilt 
take him away. 

Whartifhe be inthe pallace of 
_ thehighprieſt,&fome fuch maide 

as made ſaint Peter denie his mai- 
ſter,do begin toquelſtis with thee, 
wiltthouthe itand totheſe words, 
I will take him away *© Is thy cou- 
rageſo highaboueckind,thyſtregth 


ſo farre beyonde thy ſexe, and thy 
I 3 loue 
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loucſo much withoute meaſure, 
that thou neither dooſt remem- 
ber thatall womenare weake, nor 
that thou thy ſelte arte buta wo- 
man ? Thou exempteſt no place, 
thou preferreſt no perſon , thou 
ſpeakeſt without feare, thou pro- 
mileſt without condition , thou 
makeſt no exception : as-though 
nothing were impoſlible that thy 
loue ſuggeſteth. 

Butas thedarkeneſle could not 
fright thee from ſetting foorth be- 
fore date, nor the watch feare thee 
trom comming to the Toombe : 
as thou diddeſt reſolue to breake 
open the ſcales, though with dan- 
ger of thy lite , and to remooue 
the ſtone from the graues mouth, 
though thy force coulde not ſerue 
thee : ſo what maruell though thy 
loue being nowe more incenced 
with the trc{ vround of thy loſle, 

it 
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itreſolue vpon any, though neuer 
{o hard aduentures ? 

Louc is not ruled with reaſon, 
but with loue. Ir neither regar- 
deth what canne be,nor what ſhall 
bee doone , but onelie what it 
ſelfe defireth to doe. No difficultie 
canne ſtaye it,no impoſlibilitie ap- 

aleit. Lone istitle tuſt enough, 
and Armour ſtrong enough for 
all afſaults,and it ſelfe a rewarde of 
all laboures . Ir asketh no recom- 
pence , It reſpecteth no commo- 
ditie.Loues fruits are loues effects, 
and the gaines the paines: It con- 
ſidereth behoofe , more than be- 
nefite , and what in duerie it 
ſhoulde , not what in deede it 
canne. 

But how can nature be ſo may- 
ſtezred with affection , that thou 
canſt take ſuch delight and carrie 


ſuch loue to a dead corie? The mo- 
174 my 
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ther how tederly ſoeucr ſhe loued 
herchildealiue , yer ſhee cannor 
chuſe but loath him ded. The moſt 
louing ſpouſe cannot endure the 
preſence of her deceafled hus!-and 
and whoſe embracements were 
dclightſome in life, are cver moſt 
 hatctull afrerdearh. Yeathis isthe 
nature of all, but principallie of 
women , that the verie conceit, 
much more the ſight of the depar- 
ted,ſtriketh into them ſo fcarefull 
and ouglie "rn: , 2nd ſtir- 
reth in them ſo great horrour, that 
notwithſtanding the moi: : vehe- 
mentloue,they thinke long vnrill 
the houſe berid of their verie dea- 
rcſt friendes, when they are once 
attyred in deaths vnlouelie liue- 
ries. Howe then canſte thou en- 
dure to take vp his corſe in thy 
handes, and to carrye tt thou 
knowelt not thy ſelfe how _ 

cing 
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being eſpecially fo torn and man- 
pled, and conſequently the more 
likely in ſo long time to bee tain- 
ted. | 

Thy ſiſter was vnwilling that 
the graue of her owne brother 
ſhould bce opened, and yethee 
was ſhrowded in ſheetes, embal- 
med with ſpices, and diedan or. 
dinarie deathe , vvithout anie 
vvound, bruſe or other harme, 
that might haſten his corrupti- 
on . But this corſe hath neither 
ſhroud nor ſpice, ſith theſeare all 
to be ſeene in the Toombe, and 
there 1snot apartin his body but 
had ſomeheclpe to further itto de- 
cay, andart thou not afraid to fee 
him, yea to touch him, yea to 
_ embrace and carrie him naked in 
thy armes ? 

If thou haddeſt remembred 
Gods promiſe, that Hzs holy one 

Jhould 
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ould not ſee corruption : Tf thou 
hadſt belecued , that his God- 
head remaining with his bodic, 
could haue preſerued it from peri- 
ſhing, thy faith had beene more 
worthie of praiſe , but thy loue 
leſle worthie- of admiration, ſith 
the more corruptible thou diddeſt 
conceiue him , the more com- 
bers thou diddeſt determine to 
overcome , and the greater was 
thy loue in beeing able to con- 
uer them . But thou wouldeſt 
haue thoughrtthy oyntmentes ra- 
ther harmes than helpes, if thou 
had(t been fetled in that beliefe, 
and for ſo heauenly a corſe embal- 
med with God, all earthly ſpices 
woulde haue ſeemed a diſgrace. 
If likewiſe thou haddeſt firmely 
truſted vppon his reſurrection, TI 
ſhould lefſe maruaile at thy con- 
ſtant deſigncment , fith all ha- 
zardes 
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zardes 1n taking him ſhoulde haue 
beene with vſuric repaid, it lying 
in thy lappe, thou mighteſt haue 
{cen him reujued, and his disfigu- 
red and dead body beautified in 
thy armes with a diuine mateſtte. 
If thou hadſt hoped ſo good for- 
tune to thy watery eyes, that they 
might haue been firſt cleared with 
the beames of his deſired lighr, or 
that his eyes might haue bleſſed 
thee with the firſt fruites of their 
glorious looks : Ifthou hadſt ima- 
gined anie likclihoode to haue 
made happy thy dying heart, with 
taking inthe firſt gaſpes of his li- 
uingbreath, or to haueheard the 
firſt wordes of his pleafing voice : 
Finally it thou hadſt thought to 
haue ſcene his iniuries turned to 
honours, the markes of his miſe- 
rieto ornamentes of glorie, and 
the depth of thy heauineſſe to 

ſuch 
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ſuch a height of felicitie , whatſo- 
cuer thou had(t done to obtaine 
him,had been but a mite for a mil. 
lion, and toofſlender apriceforſo 
ſoucraignea peniwotrth. 

But hauing no ſuche hopes to 
vphold thee, and ſo manie mo- 
tiuzs to plunge thee in diſpaire, 
how could thy loue,be ſo mighty, 
as neither to feelea womans teare 
of ſo deformed a corſe , nor to 
thinke the weight of the burthen 
too heauie for thy feeble armes, 
nor tobe amated with a wotld of 
dangets that this attempt did car- 
ric with 1t ? 

But affection cannot feare who 
it affectcth.loue fecleth no load of 
him ir loucth , neither can true 
\ friendſhip bee frighred from ref- 
cuine ſo aftied a friend. 

What meaneſt thou then, O 
comfort of her life, to leaue ſo 

conſtant 
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conſtant a wel-willer ſo long vn. 
comforted, and to puniſh herſo 
muche , that ſo well deſerueth 
pardon * Dallie no longer with 
ſo knowen a loue, which ſo ma- 
nie trials auouch molt true. And 
fith ſhee is nothing but what it 

leaſeth thee, let her taſt the be- 
nefite of being oncly thine. She 
did not followe the tide of thy 
better Fortune, to ſhift ſaile when 
the ſtreame did alter courſe . Shee 
beganne not to loue thee in thy 
life, to leaue thee after death : 
Neither was ſhee ſuch a guelt at 
thy table , that meant to bee a 
ſtranger in thy neceſſitie . She left 
thee notin thy loweſt cbbe , ſhee 
reuolted not from thy laſt extre- 
mirie : In thy life ſheeſerued thee 
with hcr goods : Intiy dcath ſhe 
departed not from the crofle : at- 
ter death ſhee came to dwell with 
thee 
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thee atthy graue. Why then doeft 
thou not ſay with Noemz? : Bleſ- 
ſed be ſhee of our Lord, becauſe what 
courteſte ſhee afforded to the quicke, 
ſhee hath alſo continued towardes the 
dead. Athing ſo much the more 
to bee eſteemed, in thatitis moſt 
rare. 3] 
Doe not ſweete Lord anie 
longer delay her . Benoldeſhee 
hath attended thee theſe three 
dayes, and ſhee hath not what 
to cate, nor wherewith to fo- 
ſter her famiſhed ſoule , vnleſſe 
thou by diſcoucring thy {clte, 
docit miniſter vnto her the bread 
of thy body, and fcede her with 
the foode, that hath 1n itall raſte 
of ſweeteneſlſe . If therefore 
thou wilt not haue her to faynt 
in the way , refrethe vher with 
that which her hunger requt- 
reth . For ſarcly ſhee cannot 
long 
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-Jong enioye the life of her bo. 
die, vnlefle ſhee maic hauc no- 
tice of thee, thatartthelife of her 
{oule. 
But feare not Marz for thy 
teares will obtaine. They are too 
mightie oratours, tolet anie ſuite 
tall, and though they pleaded at 
the moſt rigorons barre, yet haue 
they fo perſuading a lilence , and 

ſo conquering a complaynt, that 
by yeclding they ouercome, and 
by entreating they commaund. 
They tie the tongues of all ac- 
cuſers , and ſoften the rigour 
of the ſcucreſt Indge. Yca they 

" winne the 1nuiſtble , and binde 
the omnipotent . When they 
ſeeme moſt pittifull,” they haue 
greateſt power, and being moſte 
torſaken they are more victort- 
ous. Repentant cyes ate the Cel- 
lers of Avingels , and penitent 
cares 


Mary Mazaalens 

eeares their ſweeteſt wines, which 
the ſauour of life perfumeth , the 
taſte of grace ſweetneth, and the 
ureſt cullours of returning inno- 
cencie highly beautifieth . This 
deaw of deuotion neuer fayleth, 
bur the ſunne of iuſtice draweth 
It vp, and vppon what face ſocuer 
it droppeth, it inaketh it amiable 
in Gods ete. For this water hath 
_ thy heart been long a limbecke, 
ſometimes diſtilling it out of the 
weedes of thy owne offences 
with the fire of true conrtrition. 
Sometimes out of the flowers 
of ſpirituall comfortes, with the 
flames of contemplation,and now 
out of the bitter hearbes of thy 
maiſters miſcries , with the heate 
of a tender compaſiion . This 
water hath better graced thy 
lookes, than thy former alluring 
glances. It hath ſetled worthier 
beauties 
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beauties in thy face, than all thy 
artificiail paintings. Yea this one- 
ly water hath quenched Gods 
anger, qualified his iuſtice, 1:co- 
uered his mercie , merited 21s 
loue, purchaſed his pardon, and 
brought toorth the ſpring of all 
thy fauours . Thy teares were the 
procours for thy brothers life, 
. the inuiters of thoſe Angels for 
thy comforts, and the ſuters that 
ſhall bee rewarded with the firſt 
fight of thy reutued ſauiour . Re- 
warded they ſhall be, burnot re- 
frained , altered in their cauſc, 
but their courſe continued . Hea- 
ucn woulde weepe at the lofle ct 
ſo pretious a water, and earth [3- 
ment the abſence of ſo fruitiuil 
ſhowers . No no, the Aungels 
muſt ſtill bathe themſelues in the 
pure ſtreames of thy eies, and thy 
face ſhall ſtill bee ſet with this ly- 

K quid 
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quid pearle , that as out of th 
reares, were ſtroken the firſt ſparks 
of thy Lordes loue, ſo thy teates 
may betheoyle, to nouriſhe and 
feede his flame. Till death dam vp 
the ſprings, they ſhall neyer ceaſe 
running : and then ſhall thy ſoule 
be ferried in them to the harbour 
of lite , that as by them it was firſt 
paſſed fromſinneto grace, ſoin 
themitmay be wafted from grace 
to glorie . In the meane time, 
rearevpthy fallen hopes, and ga- 
ther confidence both of thy ſpee- 
diecomfort , and thy Lords well 
being. 

leſus ſaith unto her, Maria. Shee 
turning, [aid unto him : Rabboni. 

Olouing maiſter, thou diddeſt 
onely deferre her confolation', to 
increale 1t, that the delight of thy 
preſence, might beeſo much the 
more welcome, in that —-- 

uy, 
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thy long abſence it was with ſo 
little hope , ſo muche deſired. 
Thou wert content ſhee ſhoulde 
Jay out for thee ſo manie ſ1ghes, 
reares, and plaints , and diddeſt 
purpoſely adiourne the date of her 
paiment, to requite the length of 
theſe dclaies with a larger loane 
of ioye. It may bee ſhee knewe 
not hcr former happineſle , till 
ſhe was weaned from it : nor had 
a right eſtimate in valuing the 
treaſures, with which thy preſence 
did enrich her, vntill her extreame 
pouertie taught her their vneſti- 
- mable rate. But nowe thou ſhew- 
c{t by a ſweete experience, that 
though thee payd thee with the 
deareſt water of her eyes, with 
her bcſt breath , and tendereſt 
loue, yetſmall was the price that 
ſhee beſtowed in reſpect of the 
worth that ſhee receiucd . Shee 

K 2 ſougit 
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{ought thee dead,and impriſoned 
inaſtony gayle : and nowe ſhee 
findeth thee both aliueand at tull 
libertie . Shee ſought thee ſhri- 
nedin aſhrowd, more likealea. 
per than thy ſelfe, lefras the mo- 
dell of theytrermoſt milerie, and 
the onely patrerne of the bitte. 
reſt vnhappineſſe : And nowe ſhe 
findeth thee inueſted in the robes 
of glory,the preſident of the high- 
eſt, and boththe owner and giuer 
ofall felicitie. 

Andasall this while ſhee hath 
ſought without finding , wept 
without comforte , and callcd 
without aniwere : ſo nowethau 
latisfieft her ſeeking with thy 
comming, her teares with thy 
triumph, and all her cries with 
this one worde HMary. For when 
ſhee heard thee call her in thy 
woonted manner, and with thy 

vſuall 
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vſuall voice, her onely name iſſu- 
ing from thy mouth, wroughtſo 
ſtrange an alteration in her, asif 
ſhe had been wholly newe made 
when ſhee was onely named. For 
whereas beforethe violence of hir 
ogricfte had ſo benummed her, that 
her bodie ſeemed but the hearſle 
of her dead heart, and herheart 
the cophin of an vnliuing ſoule, 
and her whole preſence buta re- 
preſentation of a double funerall 
of thine, and of her owne: now 
with this one worde her ſenſes are 
reſtored, her mindelightned, her 
heart quickened, and her ſoule re- 
uived. | 

But what maruell though with 
one word hee raiſe the dead {pirits 
of his poore diſciple , that wich a 
word :madethe world and cuen in 
this verie word ſheweth an omni- 
potent power 2 

K 3 Mary 
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Marie ſhce was calledas well in 
herbadas in her reformed eſtate, 
and both her good and euill, 
was all of Maries working. And 
as Marie fignifieth no lefſe what 
ſhee was, then what ſheeis : ſois 
this one warde by his vertue that 
ſpcaketh it; a repetition of all her 
miſeries, an Epitome of his mer- 
cies, and a memoriall of all her 
better fortunes. And therefore 
it laid ſo generall a diſcoueric of 
her ſelfe before her cyes , thatit 
awaked her moſte torgotten ſor- 
rowes, and muſtercd together 
the whole multitude of her ioyes, 
and woulde hauc lett the iſfJue of 
their mutinie verie doubttull, but 
that the preſence and notice of 
| her higheſt happincſſe decided 
the quarrel], and gaue herioyes 
the victorye . For as hee was. 
her onelic ſunne , whoſe going 

| downe, - 
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downe, left nothing but a dum. 
piſhe night of fearefull fanſtes , 
wherein no ſtarre of hope ſhy- 
ned , and the brighteſt plannets 
were changed into diſmall ſignes: 
ſo the ſerenitie of his coſitenance, 
& authoritie of his word, brought 
acalme and well tempered daie, 
that chaſing away all darkeneſle, 
and diſperpling the clouds of me- 
lancholie, cured the letargie, and 
brake the dead ſleepe of heraſto- 
nied ſenſes. 

Shee therefore raviſhed with 
his voice, and impatient of de- 
layes, taketh his talke out of his 
mouth , and to his firſt and yer 
onely worde, anſwered but one 
other,calling him RabSor7, thar is 
Maiſter. And then ſodayne toy 
rowling all other paſsions, ſhee 
coulde no more proceede in her . 
owne, than giue him leaueto go 

K 4 forward 


Mary Magdalens 
torward with his ſpeech. 

Loue would haue ſpoken, but 
feare inforcediilence. Hope fra- 
meth the wordes, but doubt mel- 
teth them in the paſſage:and when 
her inward conccites fſerued to 
come out, her voice trembled.her 
tongue faltred, her brearh failed. 
In fine teares iſſued in liewe of 
wordes, anddeepe ſighes in ſtead 
of long ſentences, the ſupplying 
the mothers default, and the heart 
prefling out the vnſillabled breath 
at once , which rhe conflit of 
her diſagreeing paſſions , woulde 
not ſuffer to bee ſorted into the 
ſeueral ſounds of intelligible ſpee- 
Ches. 

For ſuche is their eſtate that 
are ſicke with a ſurfer of ſodaine 
ioy, for the atraining of a thin 
vehemently deſired . For as de- 
fire is cuer vſhered by hope, and 

Traated 
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waited on by feare , ſois itcredu- 
lous in entertaining coniectures, 
but hard in grounding a firme be- 
leefe. And though itbe apt to ad- 
mitte the leaſt ſhadowe of wiſhed 
comfort,yet the hotter the defire is 
to haueit , the more perfect aſſu- 
rance it requireth for it : which ſo 
longas it wanteth the firſt newes 
or apparance of that which is in re- 
queſt, is rather analarum to ſum- 
mon vpall paſſions, than a retreit 
to quiet the deſire . For as hope 
preſumeth the beſt , and inuiteth 
1oy to gratulat the good ſucceſle : 
ſo feare ſuſpeReth it roo good to 
be true, and calleth vp ſorrowe 
to bewaile the vncertaintic . And 
while theſe enterchange obiedti- 
ons and anſwers, ſometimes feare 
falleth into deſpaire , and hope 
riſeth into repining anger , and 
thus the skirmiſh (till O— 

til 
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till euidence of proofe conclude 
the controuerlie, 

Mary therfore though ſhe ſud- 
denlie , anſwered vpon notice of 
his voice, yet bicauſe the noueltie 
was ſo ſtrange, his perſon ſo chan- 
ved, his preſence ſo vnexpected, 
and ſo many miracles laid at once 
before heramazed eics, ſhe found 
aſedition in her thoughtes, till 
more carneſt viewing him exemp- 
ted them fromall doubt. 

And then though words would 
haue broken out, & her heart ſent 
into his, duties that ſhe ought 
him, yet cuery thought ſtriuing to 
be firſt vttered, and to haue the 
firſt roome in his gratious hering, 
ſhe was forced as an indifferent 
arbitrer among them , to ſeale 
them vp all vnder filence by ſup- 
preſſing ſpeech, and to ſupply the 


want of words, with more ſigni- 
ficant 


. 
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ficant ations. And therfore run- 
ning tothe haunt of her cheefeſt 
dciights, and falling at his ſacred 
feere , ſhee offered to bath them 
with teares of toy, and to ſanctifie 
her lips with kiffing his once gree- 
nous, but now moſt olorious 
wW ounds. 

Shee ſtayed not for atty more 
words, being now made bleſſed 
with the word himſelte, thinking 
1ta greater benifit, at once to feede 
all her wiſhes , in the homage , 
honour and embracing of |is 
feete, then inthe often hearing of ; 
his leſle comfortable talke, C 

For as the nature of love couc- 
teth not onelic to bee vnited, but if 
it were poſſible wholclie transfor- 
med out of it ſelfe into the thing it 
loueth : So dooth it moſt affect 
that which moſt vniteth, andpre- 
ferreth theleaſt coiunction before 

any 
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any diſtant contentmente . And 
therefore to ſce him, did not ſuf- 
fice her ; to heare him,did not qui- 
et her; to ſpeake with him, was not 

nough for her, and excepte ſhee 
might touch him, nothing coulde 
pleaſc her. But though ſhe humbly 
fell downeat his feet to kifſe them, 
yet Chriſt did forbid her ſayeng : 
Doe not touch me,for 1 am not yet aſ- 
cended tomy Father. 

Olcſu,what myterieis in this? 
Being dead in finne, ſhe rouched 
thy mortall feete that were to die 
for her fake, and being nowealiue 
in grace , may ſhee not touche thy 
olorious feete, thatareno lefle for 
her benefit reuiued? She was once 
admitted to annoint thy head, and 
is ſhe now vaworthie of acceſl2 to 
thy fecte? D3oſtthou nowe com- 
maunde her from that for which 


thou werte woont to commende 
- her 
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her, and by praiſing the deed did- 
deſt moouec her often to doe it. 


+ Sithother women ſhal touch thee, 


why hath ſhe a repulle, yea ſith ſhe 
her ſelfe ſhall crouch thee hereafter, 
why is ſhee nowe 1ciedted 2 What 
meaneſt thou O Lord,by thus de- 
barring her of fo delircd a dutie, 
and {ith amongſt all thy diſciples 
thou haſt vouchſafed herwith ſuch 
a prerogatiue , as to honour her 
cies with thy firſt ſighte, and her 
eares with thy firſt words, why de- 
nieſt thou the priuijedge of thy 
firſt embracing ? If tne multitude 
of her teares haue woone that fa. 
uour for her eies, and her longing 
to hear thee ſo great a recompence 
to her earcs , why doofi thou not 
admit her hands to touch, and her 
mouth to kiſle thy holy feete, ſith 
the one with many plaints,and the 
other with theirreadineſſe toal ſer- 

U1Ces., 
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uices , ſeeme to haue carned no 
leſle reward. 

But notwithſtanding all this, 
thou preuenteſt the effece of her 
ofter,with forbidding her to touch 
thee,as if thou hadiſt ſayd. 

O Mary, knowe the difference 
betweenea glorious and a mortall 
bodie , betweene rhe condition 
of a momentarie and of an cter- 
nall life, For ſith the immortaitnie 
of the bodie, and the glorie both 
of bodie and ſoule , are the cn- 
dowments of an heauenly inhabi- 
rant , and the rightes ot another 
worlde.thinke not this fauoure to 
ſeeme heere ordinarie, nor leaue 
to touch me acommon thing. 

Itwerenotſogreat a woonder 
to ſee the Starres fall from theire 
Spheeres, and the Sunne forſake 
Heauen, and to come within the 


reache of a mortall arme,as for me 
that 
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that am notonely a Cittizen, but 
the ſoucraigne of ſaintes, and the 
ſunne whoſe beames are the An- 

els bliſſe, toſhewe my lelte viſt- 
ble to the pilgrimes of this world, 
and to diſplay eternall beauties to 
corruptible eyes . Though ] bee 
not yetaſcended to. my father , I 
ſhall ſhortly aſeend, and therefore 
meaſure not thy demeanour to- 
wards me by the place where Jam 
but by that which is due vnto me. 
And when thou wilte rather with 
reuerence fall downea far off, than 
with ſuch familiaritye preſume to 
touch me. Dooſt thou not beleeue 
my former promiſes * Haſt thou 
notaconſtant proofe by my prc- 
ſent words? are not thy eics & ears 
{ufficient teſtimonies , but thar 
thou muſt alſo haue thy hands and 
face witneſſes of my preſence ? 
Touch mee not, O Mary, for if 1 
doc 
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doe deceiue thy ſighte, or delude 
thy hearing, I canne as cafilie be- 
guile thy hand and fruſtrat thy fee- 
ling.Orit Ibettucin any one, be- 
leeue meinall, and embrace mee 
firſt in a ficme faith, and then thou 
ſhalttouch me with more worthie 
handes . It is nowe neceſlarie to 
weanethee from the comforte of 
my externall preſence, that thou 
mayſtlearne to lodge me inthe fe- 
crets of tay heart, and teache thy 
thoughtes to ſupplic the offices of 
outward ſenſes. For in this viſible 
ſhape I am not here long to bee 
ſeene, being ſhortly ro aſcend vnto 
my father : but what thy eye then 
ſceth not, thy heart (hall teele, and 
my {ilent parlee will find audience 
inthy inward care. Yetif thou fea- 
reft leaſt my aſcending ſhoulde bee 
ſoſodeine, thatif thou doeſt not 


nowe take thy leaue of my feet, 
with 
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with thy huamblekifles and louing 
' teares, thou ſhalte neuer finde the 
like opportunitieagaine, licence 
from thee that needleſle ſuſpition. 
I am not yet aſcended vnto my Fa- 
ther, and for all ſuch duties, there 
will beea more conuenient time. 
Burt nowe goe about that which 
requireth more haſt , and runne 
to my bretheren and enform them 
what I ſfaye, that I will go before 
them into Galilee, there they ſhall 
ſee me. 

Mary therefore preferring her 
Lords will before her owne wiſh, 
yet ſorrie that her will was woor- 
tie of no better euent, departeth 
from him like a hungrie infant pul. 
led from a full teat , or a thirſtic 
Hart chaſed from a ſweet foiitaine, 
Shee 1udged her ſelfe but an vn- 
luckie meſſenger ofmoſt ioifull ti- 
dinges , being baniſhed from her 

6 mal- 
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maiſters preſence, to carrie newes 
of his reſurrection. Alas(ſaith ſhe) 
and cannot others be happie with- 
out my vnhappineſſe, or cannot 
their gaines come in, butthrough 
my loſſes ? Muſt the dawning of 
their day,be the eucning of mine, 
and my ſoule robbed of ſuche a 
treaſure,to enrich their eares . O 
my heart returne thou to enioye 
him,why goeſt thou with me, that 
am enforced togo from him . In 
me thou art but in priſon, and in 
him is thy onely paradiſe . I haue 
buried thee long ynough in for- +» 
mer ſorrowes,and yet nowe when 
thou wert halfe reujued, Iam con- 
ſtrained to carrie thee from the 
ſpring of life. Alas go ſceke to ber- 
ter thy ſelfe in ſome more happie 
breſt, fith Ieuill deſeruing creature 
am nothing different from that I 
was, but in hauing taken a taſte - ' 
the 
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the higheſt delight, that the know- 
ledgeand want of it might drown 
me 1n the deepeſt miſer1e. 

Thus dutieleading , and loue 
with-holding her,ſhe goeth as faſt 
backward in thought, as forwarde 
in pace, readie eftſoones to fainte 
for greefe,but thata firme hope to 
ſee him againe , did ſupporte her 
weakeneſle. Shee often turned to- 
wardes the Toombeto breath, de- 
ming the verie aire that came from 
the place where he ſtood , to haue 
taken vertue of his preſence,and to 
haue in itarefreſhing force aboue 
the courſeof nature. Sometimes 
ſhce forgetteth her ſelfe, and louc 
carrieth her in a golden deftradti- 
on,making her to imagine that her 
Lord is preſent, and then ſhee ſce- 
meth to demaund him queſtions, 
and to heare his anſweres : ſhee 


dreameth that his feete are in her 
L's folded 
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folded armes,and that hee giueth 
her ſoulea full repaſt of his com- 
forts.Butalas when ſhe commeth 
to her ſelec, and findeth it but an 
iluſton,ſheeis ſo much the more 
{orrie,inthat the onely imaginati- 
on, being ſo delighttull, ſhee was 
not worthie to enioy the thing it 
ſelfe . Ana when ſhee paſſeth by 
thoſe places where her maiſter had 
beene: O ſtones (ſayth ſhe) howe 
much more happie are you than 1 
moſt wretched caitifte,ſith to you 
was notdenied the touch of thoſe 
bleſled iercol my euil] de- 
{erts have now made me vnwoor- 
thie ? Alas what crime hauc I of 
late committed , that hath thus 
cancelled me out of his good con. 
ccit,andeſtranged me from his ac- 
cuſtomed curreſie, had I but a leaſe 
of his loue,for terme of his lite, or 
did my intereſt in his feete _—_ 
with 
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with his deceaſle 7 In them with 
my teares I write my firſt ſupplica- 
tion for mercie, which I pointed 
with ſighs,foulded vp in my haire, 
and humblie ſealed with the im- 
preſſion of my lippes . They were 
the doers of my firſt entrance into 
his fauour, by which I was grati- 
ouſly entertained in his heart, and 
admitted to doe homage vnto his 
head, while it was. yet a mortall 
mirrour of immortall mateſtie, an 
earthly ſeat of a heauenlye wiſe- 
dome,containing in man a gods 
felicitie, - 

But alas I muſt be contented to 
beare alower faile,8& to rake down 
my deftres to farre meaner hopes, 
ſith former fauouresarenowe too 
high markes for mee to aime at. 

O my etes why are you ſo am- 
bitious of heauenly honours ? He 
1s nowe too brighte a ſunne for - 
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ſo weakea ftght : your looks are li- 
mited to meaner light, you are the 
cies of a bat, and not of an Eagle: 
you mult hiible yourſelues to the 
twilight of inferior things 8& mea- 
ſure your ſightes by your ſlender 
ſubſtance. Gaze nottoo much vp- 
pon the blaze of eternitic , leaſt 
ou looſe your ſ{elues in too much 
ſelfe delight, and being too curi- 
ous in ſitting nis maieſtie, you be 
in theendoppreſſcd with his glo- 
rie. No,no, fith I am rejected from 
hys feete, howe can ] otherwiſe 
preſume, but that my want of faith 
hath diſlodged ' mee out of his 
heart, and throwne me out of all 
poſſeſſion of his minde and me. 
morie . Yetwhy ſhould I ſtoupe 
to ſo baſcafeare ? when want of 
faith was agreeued with want of 
all goodncſle , he diſdained not 


to accept me for one of hisniiber - 
an 
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and ſhall Inow thinke thathe will 
for my faint beleef ſo rigorouſly a- 
bandon me? And is the ſincerity 
of my loue, wherein he hath no 
partner , ofſo ſlender accoiit, that 
1t may not hope for ſome litle ſpark 
ofhis woonted mercy ? I will not 
wronge him with ſo vniuſta ſuſpi- 
tion, fithe his appearing improo- 
ueth it, his words ouerthowe it, 
his countenance doeth diflwade 
it, why then ſhould I ſuck ſo much 
ſorrowe out of ſo vainea ſurmile. 

Thus Mares traucling phankies, 
making longe voiages in this ſhort 
torney,and wauering betweene 
the ioy of her viſtton,and thegrete ; 
of her deniall, entertained her in 
the way, and held her parlie with 
ſuch diſcourſes, as arc incident in- 
to minds,in which,neither hope 1s 
full maiſter of the field , nor feare 


hath recetued an vtter ouerthrow. 
| Bur 
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But as ſhe was in this perplexed 
manner now falling, now riſingin 
her own vncertainties, ſhe findeth 
on the way,the other holy woman 
that firſt came with hir tothe graue 
whom the angels had now aſlured 
of Chriſtes reſurretion . And as 
they paſſed all forwards towardes 
the Diſciples: Behold leſus met them 
ſaying, All haile. But they came neere, 
and tooke hold of his feet , and adored 
him.Then I Un war unto them, Feare 
got. Gotell my bretheren that they goe 
into Galilee,there they ſhall ſee me. 

O Lord howe profoundare thy 
iudgmentes, and vnſearchable thy 
councels ? doth herſorrow fitſo 
neer thy hart,or thy repuls rebofid 
with ſuch regret by ſeing her wout. 
ded loue bleede ſo faſtather eyes, 
that thy late refuſall muſt ſo ſoone 
be requited with ſo free a grat?Ts it 
thy pittiy,or her chage,which can- 
not 
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notallow that the ſhould any lon- 
ger falt from her earneſt longing? 
But O moſt milde phiſttion,wel 
knowſt thou that thy ſharp corro- 
fie, with bitter ſmart angred hir te. 
der wound, which being rather 
cauſed , by vnwitting ignorance 
thin wiltul error, was as ſoone cn- 
redas known. And therefore rhou 
quickly applieſt a ſweet lenitiue, to 
aſlwage her paine, thatſhee might 
acknowledge her forbidding ra- 
thera fatherly checke to her ynſet- 
led faith, than an auſtere reieting 
her for her fault. And therefore 
thou admitteſt her to kiſle thy feer, 
the two conduits of grace, ſeales 
of ourredemption, renewing her 
2 charter of thy vachanged loue, 
and accepting of her the vowed ſa- 
crifice of her ſancified ſoule, 
And thus gratious Lord haſt 
thou finiſhed her fears, aſſured her 


hopes 
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hopes, fulfilled her deſires, ſatis- 
fied hcrloues , ſtinted herteares, 
periected hir ioyes, and madethe 
period of her expiring griefes, the 
preamble to her nowentring, and 
neuer ending pleaſures. 

O how mercifull a father thou 
art, to left Orphancs, howe eaſe a 
iudge to repentant ſinners, and 
how faithfulla friend to fincerelo- 
uers* Itis yndoubtedly true, that = 
thou neuer leaueſt thoſe thatloue 
thee, and thou loueſt ſuch as reſt 
their afhace in thee. They ſhal find 
thceliberall aboue deſart,& boun- 
tifull beyond hope : a meaſurer of 
thy giftes, not by their merits, but 
thy own mercy. 

© chriſtian ſoule take Mary for 
thy mirrour, followe her affetion 
that like effets may follow thine. 
Learne O finfull man of this once 


aſinfull woman, thatſinners may 
finde 
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finde Chriſt, if their ſins beamen- 
ded. Learn thatwhom ſin looſeth, 
loue recouereth, whom faintneſſe 
of faith chaſeth away, firmneſſe of 
hoperecalleth, and that which no 
other mortal force, tauoror policy 
© cancopaſſe,the continued tears of 
a con(tantloue, are ableto obtain. 
Learn of Mary for Chriſt to fear no 
encounters,out of Chriſt to deſire 
no comforts, and with the loue of 
Chriſt to ouer-rule the loue of all 
things. Riſcearlie in the morning 
of thy good motions,andletthem 
not ſleepe in ſloth, when diligence 
may performe them. Run with re- 
pentance to thy ſinful heart which 
ſhould haue beene the temple, bue 
through thy falt, was no betterthZ 
a Toomb tor Chriſt,fith hauing in 
thee no life to feel him, he ſeemed 
vnto thee as it hee had been dead. 
Roule away the ſtone of thy for- 
mer hardnes, remoucal the heauy 

| loads 
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| loadsthat oppreſle thee in fin, and 
look into thy ſoule, whether thou 
canſt there ftindethy Lord.1f there 
be not within thee, ſtand weeping 
without, 6 {eek him 1n other crea- 
tures, {ith being preſentin all, hee 
may be found in anyAfet faith be 
thy eye,hopethy guide, and loue 
thy light. Secke him,& not his: for 
himſelfe, & not for his gifts. If thy 
faith haue found him inacloud,ler 
thy hope ſecke to ſee him .. If hope 
haueled thee to fee him, letloue 
ſeek further into him. To mouc in, 
thee adelireto find, his goods ue 
pretious:and when heis found, 
keep thee in adeſire to ſeek, histre- 
ſures are infinit. Abſent,he \-- 
ſought to be had, being had\hee 
muſtbeſoughttobe more enioyd) 
Secke him truely, and no other for 
him. Secke him purely,& no other 
thing with him. Seek him onely & 
nothing beſide him. Andit at -* | 
r{t 
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firſt ſearch he appcare not,thinke it 
not mfich to perſeuerin tears, and 
to continue thy ſeeking. Stand vp- 
on the earth treadingvnder thee al 
carthly vanities,& touching them, 
with no more than the ſoals of thy 
feet, thatis with the loweſt & leaſt 
part of thy affe&tion. Tolooke the 
berter in the tomb, bow down thy 
 necketorhe yoke of humility, and 
ſtoup fio lofty & proud conceits: 
that with humbled & lowly looks 
thou maiſt find, who {welling and 
haughty thoughtes haue driuen a- 
way.Aſubmitted ſoul ſooneſt win- 
neth hisreturn,& the deeper itfink 
eth inaſelf contempt, the higher1t 
climeth in his higheſt fauors. And 
if thou percc1ueſt in the Tombe of 
thy hart,thepreſcce of his two firſt 
meſlcgers,that is at thefeet ſorrow 
ot the bad that is paſt, andatthe 
head, defire to a betcer that is to 
come : entertain them with ſighs, 
and 
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and welcome them with penitent 
tears: yet reckoning the buras her- 
bingers ofthy Lord, ceaſe nat th 


ſeeking till thou findeſt himſelfe. 


Andithe vouchlafe thee with his 
glorious fight,offering himſclfe io 
thy inward eyes, preſume tiot of 
thy ſeltc to be able to knowe him, 
buras his vaworthy ſuppliant pro- 


ſtrate thy petitions vnto him that . 


thou mayſt truly diſcernehim,and 
faithfully ſerue him . Thus prepa- 
ring thee with diligece, comming 
with ſpeed,ſtanding with high lit- 
ted hopes, & ſtouping with incli- 
ped hart, if with Mary thou craueſt 
noother ſolace of Ieſus, bur Iefus 
himſelfe, he will anſwer thy teares 


Z 


with his preſence, 6 aſſure thee of 


his preſence with his own words, 
that hauing ſeen him thy ſelf,thou 
mayſtmake him known to others: 
laying with Mary , 1 haue ſeene onr 
Lord,and the(e things he ſaid unto me. 


LAVS DEO. 


